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CITY OF DURANGO
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY HALL, 949 EAST 2ND AVENUE, SMITH CHAMBERS
04/17/2018
6:30 PM

1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

CITY COUNCIL ROLL CALL

3.

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATION
3.1.

4.

Arbor Day Proclamation

REVIEW OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
The Consent Agenda is intended to allow the City Council by a single motion to approve matters that are considered
routine or noncontroversial. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council member or citizen
requests an item be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately. Items removed from the Consent
Agenda will be considered under Agenda Item 6.
4.1.

Approval of Minutes, City Council Meeting, March 20, 2018

4.2.

Approval of Minutes, City Council Meeting, April 3, 2018

4.3.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning a Resolution Authorizing an Additional Appropriation to the
Capital Projects Fund for Construction of Moore Parks Shop

4.4.

Final Approval, Ordinance O-2018-6 Amending Chapter 10 of the Code of the City of Durango Related to the
Use, Placement and Security of Trash Containers; and
Use of Wildlife Resistant Containers to Minimize Conflicts with Wildlife in the City and Declaring an
Effective Date

4.5.

Final Approval, Ordinance O-2018-7 Vacating and Abandoning a Portion of the Public Right-of-Way on East
30th Street and Declaring an Effective Date

5.

APPROVED CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

6.

REMOVED CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

7.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
(This section of the agenda is set aside for questions or comments by the public regarding items that do not otherwise
appear on this agenda. Please limit comments to a five-minute period. Any audio-visual materials must be provided to
the City Clerk by noon on the meeting day.)

8.

COUNCIL REPORTS/ACTIONS
(Each Council member is provided an opportunity to report on meetings recently attended and to discuss topics not
otherwise appearing on the agenda.)

9.

PROCEDURES
9.1.

Election of the Mayor

9.2.

Election of the Mayor Pro Tem
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10.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
(By previous act of the City Council and publication, the following proposed ordinances or topics have been set for
public hearing at this meeting. Public hearings are an opportunity for citizens to provide formal input into the City
Council’s decision-making process. The format for public hearings is organized to ensure fairness to all parties
involved. The public hearing portion of this meeting will end at 9:30 P.M., unless otherwise extended by motion, and, if
necessary, will be continued to either a special meeting or the next regularly scheduled meeting. The City Council is
pleased to welcome all public testimony, but does ask that it be relevant to the issue at hand.)
10.1.

Legislative and Policy-related Hearings:
10.1.1. A Public Hearing to Consider an Ordinance Granting an Easement to La Plata Electric
Association,Inc., to Install New Service to the Rivergate Development and Declaring an Effective
Date.

10.2.

Quasi-judicial Hearings:
10.2.1. No Items

11.

CITY ATTORNEY, Dirk Nelson
11.1.

12.

No Items

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
12.1.

An Ordinance Granting La Plata Electric Association, Inc., an Easement Located on City Owned Property to
Accommodate Powerline Improvements to Serve Rocky Mountain Chocolate Facotry and Declaring an
Effective Date

13.

ADMINISTRATIVE

14.

ADDENDUM ITEMS

15.

ADJOURNMENT

City Manager Ronald P. LeBlanc
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Arbor Day Proclamation

PROCLAMATION
ARBOR WEEK
APRIL 16 – APRIL 20, 2018
WHEREAS,

in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture
that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; and

WHEREAS,

this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of
more than a million trees in Nebraska; and

WHEREAS,

Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world; and

WHEREAS,

trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cut
heating and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce
oxygen, and provide habitat for wildlife; and

WHEREAS,

trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel
for our fires, and countless other wood products; and

WHEREAS,

trees in our City increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of
business areas, and beautify our community; and

WHEREAS

trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal;
and

WHEREAS,

Durango, Colorado, is a City located in a natural setting of great beauty;
and

WHEREAS,

Durango, Colorado, has been recognized as a “Tree City U.S.A.” by the
National Arbor Day Foundation and desires to continue its enhancement
of its urban forest; and

WHEREAS,

the Parks and Recreation Department of the City of Durango will assist
citizens, businesses, and organizations in making Durango a more
beautiful place to live and do business.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dick White, Mayor of the City of Durango, do hereby proclaim
the week of April 16 through April 20, 2018, to be
ARBOR WEEK
and urge citizens to celebrate by planting trees and by participating in Arbor Day
ceremonies to be held at the Durango Community Recreation Center on Friday, April 20th,
2018, at 10:00 a.m.
CITY OF DURANGO
___________________________
Dick White
Mayor
ATTEST:
___________________________
Amy Phillips
City Clerk
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Approval of Minutes, City Council Meeting, March 20,...

DURANGO CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
CITY HALL
949 EAST 2ND AVENUE
TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018
6:30 PM
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor White called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Answering to roll call were, Councilor Chris Bettin, Councilor Dean Brookie, Council Melissa
Youssef, Mayor Pro Tem Sweetie Marbury, and Mayor Dick White.

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATION
3.1.
National Athletic Training Month Proclamation
Mayor White proclaimed the month of March 2017 as National Athletic Training Month in recognition of the profession of athletic training and the role of athletic trainers in the provision of
quality health care services. He encouraged all citizens to appreciate the valuable services athletic
trainers provide to physically active populations.
Jeff Davis of the Athletic Training Program Coordinator at Fort Lewis College accepted the proclamation.
3.2.
The Extraordinary Women of Durango Citizen Recognition
In honor of Women’s History Month, Mayor White recognized Eugenia Miller, M.D., Lesley
Lach, and Valerie Schwiderski, who were selected as Extraordinary Women of Durango for 2018
by the Women’s Resource Center, which advocates for the personal empowerment and economic
self-sufficiency of women and girls in La Plata County.
Lisa Barrett, board member for the Women’s Resource Center, accepted the certificate of recognition. She noted that the Women’s Resource Center was established in 1987 and helps women in
the Durango community every day regardless of their circumstance, history or status. She said
more information about the Women’s Resource Center can be found on the website at
www.wrcdurango.org.
3.3
Fort Lewis College Women’s Softball Team
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury invited the Fort Lewis College Women’s Softball Team and Coach Elle
Fracker to the podium in recognition of their community service on behalf of the Kiwanis Club,
of which Mayor Pro Tem Marbury is a member.
Ms. Fracker introduced the team and the coaches. She said the team members not only excel at
their sport, they also excel in their studies.
REVIEW OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
4.1.

Approval of Minutes, Regular Meeting, February 20, 2018

4.2.

Approval of Minutes, Study Session, February 27, 2018

4.3.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning Approval of an Updated and
Revised Version of the Rules and Procedures for Boards and Commission
Manual

4.4.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning Resolution R-2018-5 Repealing
Resolution R-2002-23 and Re-establishing the Library Advisory Board

4.5.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning Resolution R-2018-6 Repealing
Resolution R-2010-22 and Re-establishing the Mayor's Youth Advisory
Commission

4.6.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning Resolution R-2018-7 Modifying
the Name, Duties and Responsibilities, Members, Term Limits and Quorum
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of the Multi-Modal Advisory Board to Follow the City of Durango's
Updated Boards and Commissions Rules and Procedures Manual and
Reflect the Board's Expanded Oversight
4.7.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning Resolution R-2018-8 Repealing
Resolution R-2009-6 and Re-establishing the Natural Preservation Advisory
Board

4.8.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning Resolution R-2018-9 Repealing
Resolution R-2013-29 and Re-establishing the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board

4.9.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning 2018 Appointments to Boards
and Commissions

4.10.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning Resolution R-2018-10
Authorizing an Additional Appropriation to the Capital Projects Fund for
Lake Nighthorse

4.11.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning the Mountain Trace Townhomes
Phase 3, Building P Final As-Built Plat

4.12.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning A Letter of Support for Energy/
Mineral Impact Assistance Fund Grant US Highway 550/160 Grandview
Interchange Project, County Elements

4.13.

A Request for a Public Hearing to Consider the Granting of an Easement to
La Plata Electric Association, Inc. to Install New Service to Rocky Mountain
Chocolate Factory (April 3, 2018).

4.14.

A Request for a Public Hearing to Consider the Granting of an Easement to
La Plata Electric Association, Inc. to Install New Service to the Rivergate
Development (April 3, 2018).

4.15.

A Request for Public Hearing to Consider Lumien Apartments II Preliminary and Final Development Plan (April 3, 2018)

4.16.

Final Approval, Ordinance O-2018-4 Approving the Annexation and Initial
Zoning of the Lake Nighthorse Addition to the City of Durango and Declaring an Effective Date

City Clerk Phillips read the Consent Agenda as published.
Councilor Brookie asked to remove Item 4.9 from the Consent Agenda.
Mayor White asked to remove Item 4.14 from the Consent Agenda.
Councilor Youssef asked to remove Item 4.12 from the Consent Agenda.
APPROVED CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury moved to approve the Consent Agenda as read, except Agenda Items
4.12, 4.9, and 4.14. Councilor Bettin seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken, and the
motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
REMOVED CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
4.9.
Discussion and Possible Action Concerning 2018 Appointments to Boards
and Commissions
Consent Agenda Item 4.9 was removed at the request of Councilor Brookie.
Councilor Brookie asked for a continuance of the discussion and possible action concerning 2018
appointments to boards and commissions to allow an addition and a revision to the appointments.
Councilor Brookie moved to continue Consent Agenda Item 4.9. Mayor Pro Tem Marbury
seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
4.12.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning A Letter of Support for Energy/
Mineral Impact Assistance Fund Grant for the U.S. Highway 550/160
Grandview Interchange Project, County Elements
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Consent Agenda Item 4.12 was removed at the request of Councilor Youssef.
Councilor Youssef’s request, City Manager LeBlanc updated Council on the letter of support for
the impact assistance fund grant. He said the U.S. Highway 550/160 Grandview Interchange Project, sometimes referred to as “The Bridge to the Future,” would connect the upper part of
Farmington Hill with the interchange. He said the City is a partner with the Colorado Department
of Local Affairs, the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), Region 5, the Southern
Ute Indian Tribe, and La Plata County. He acknowledged the efforts of Mike McVaugh, CDOT’s
district manager, for putting together $99.6 million in funding from a variety of federal and state
sources. He said the Consent Agenda item is for the City’s share of a matching impact assistance
fund grant for funding parts of the project not covered under the CDOT grant. He said the agenda
item allows the Mayor to sign a letter of support for the grant.
There was comment on the steepness of the terrain and the scope of the project, which includes
two high bridges.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury commented on the positive economic impact of the construction workers on the City.
Councilor Youssef moved to continue Consent Agenda Item 4.12 authorizing the Mayor to sign a
letter of support for an Energy/Mineral Impact Assistance Fund Grant for the US Highway
550/160 Grandview Interchange Project, County Elements. Mayor Pro Tem Marbury seconded
the motion. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
4.14.

A Request for a Public Hearing to Consider the Granting of an Easement to
La Plata Electric Association, Inc. to Install New Service to the Rivergate
Development (April 3, 2018).
Consent Agenda Item 4.14 was removed at the request of Mayor White.
Mayor White said the request to grant an easement was straightforward, but he wanted to know if
the powerline would be an overhead line or a buried line.
Counsel Nelson said it was his understanding that the powerline would be buried, and the line improvements would make it easier to connect power to Cundiff Park and the trail in the future. He
said almost all La Plata Electric Association’s lines are now installed underground. He said the
Parks and Recreation staff reviewed the request to ensure the new lines would not negatively impact the park.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury moved to approve the request for a public hearing to consider the granting of an easement to La Plata Electric Association, Inc., to install new service to the Rivergate
Development at the April 3, 2018, regularly scheduled City Council meeting. Councilor Bettin
seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
John Simpson, city resident, addressed Council regarding the City’s budgeting and financial
reporting. He said the budget had not been modified to include an unknown list of capital projects
without Council approval, which he saw as a step in the right direction. He thanked Council for
correcting the issue. He said, however, the positive step could cause the actual expenditures exceeding the budget and spending more than is budgeted is in violation of State statute and unspent
appropriations expire at the end of each year. He specifically noted the funding for the Eighth
Avenue and College Drive capital improvements, which, he said, was not included in the 2018
budget. He asked for Council to approve any project not included in the 2018 budget, with agenda
documentation showing where the funding would come from. He said it is Council’s responsibility to set priorities; that is not the responsibility of City staff.
At Mayor Pro Tem Marbury’s request, Assistant City Manager Blake responded to Mr.
Simpson’s comments. She said the Council appropriated $200,000 in the 2017 budget for design
and engineering of the College Drive and 8th Avenue road-diet project and a contract is in place.
She said no money is allocated or appropriated for construction, which is anticipated in 2021. She
noted that the signal between West 2nd and 3rd avenues, which is currently under construction, is
tied in to the road-diet project and was appropriated for 2018.
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Mr. LeBlanc said the capital budget differs from the operating budget in that capital budgets carry
over from year to year. He said one of the definitions of a capital project is that it takes more than
one year to complete. He said the City is not violating any laws, and mentioned that the City has
won the Government Finance Officers of America award for excellence in budgeting for nine
straight years and their award for significant achievement in financial reporting for approximately
30 years. He said the two awards are the result of peer reviews and standards that exceed those
required under State statute. He said Durango is not a statutory city but holds itself to a higher
standard under the City Charter.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury thanked staff for their responses.
Ron Edwards, city resident, addressed Council regarding on the reduction of bus routes to
Crestview and Mercy Hospital, which, he said would be tragic for Durango’s handicapped and
elderly citizens. He said one of the nicest things about Durango is the ability to catch the bus.
At Mayor Pro Tem Marbury’s request, Ms. Blake returned to the podium and responded to Mr.
Edwards’ concerns.
Ms. Blake said it is unfortunate that the City had not been able to mitigate the impact of the route
closures at Crestview and Mercy on the handicapped population. She said, however, the City had
made an agreement with Roadrunner Transit to have six runs a day from Mercy Hospital to town.
She said the City has maintained the Opportunity Bus but acknowledged that reserving space on
the Opportunity Bus two weeks ahead of time is not convenient. She said the City was conducting
a community engagement program to determine what the community values, and if public transportation is something the community wants and something people are willing to pay for, she said
she was hopeful the City could find additional funding. She said the City is “stuck” because it
doesn’t have the operating funds to continue to operate the culled routes. She asked Mr. Edwards
to attend the next community forum to add his voice to the community conversation. She also
suggested the Southwest Center for Independence as a resource. She said the situation is not perfect and said she was sorry that her response was not what Mr. Edwards wanted to hear.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury stated Council’s appreciation of Mr. Edwards’ input, commenting that
Council is acutely aware of the difficulty of the situation. She said no one on Council wanted to
make the cuts.
Mr. Edwards said it is difficult to schedule rides on the Opportunity Bus and it would become
even harder. He said the Southwest Center for Independence wants riders to sign a waiver that if
there’s an accident riders aren’t covered, which he found “a bit ridiculous.”
Councilor Brookie acknowledged it was one of the most difficult decisions he had had to make on
Council. He noted that Durango has been fortunate in the past to have $800,000 per year in State
funding to operate its transit system, and has created a transit-dependent population. He said
CDOT (Colorado Department of Transportation) decided to “spread the wealth to other communities with similar needs” and cut Durango’s funding. He stressed the importance of community
dialogue in establishing the continued need for such transportation services.
Mr. Edward said for him, using the Roadrunner Service means having to sit in his wheelchair at
Mercy for three or four hours, when it used to be half an hour, and it is difficult to schedule appointments. He said he thought part of the meter money went to public transit.
Mayor White said the money continues to go to transit services. He said changes in the federal
grant structure in the last year prompted CDOT to change its funding policy to spread funds
around, noting that the City has been extraordinarily successful in obtaining those funds in the
past, so consequently, it is “taking a big hit” and is seeking ways to restore funding.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury suggested Mr. Edwards let his State representatives know of his concerns and ask them to consider providing more funding for transportation services in rural communities.
It was noted that the Trolley would continue to operate and its schedule would be more uniform
than in the past.
Mayor White thanked Mr. Edwards for his input, adding that it helped Council to better understand the impact of cutting the routes on the community.
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Debbie _____, city resident, addressed Council regarding the transportation concerns. She said
she has lived in Durango since 1974, and at that time, a transportation system was “a pipe
dream.” She said it is important to have the service for “common people” and the working people,
not the ones who come to Durango with “lots of money.” She commented on the increasingly
more expensive cost of living in Durango and noted that a good part of Durango’s population are
service providers, waitresses, waiters, etc., who “do the work of the town and can’t afford to live
here.” She said it was “different when the hospital was in the center of town.” She asked Council
to consider public transportation a big priority. She suggested raising rates instead of reducing
services.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury commented on the City’s enterprise funds, of which the Transportation
Fund is one, which are required to “pay their own way.”
Councilor Brookie commented on raising rates, which, he said, “are never enough.” He said every
trip to Mercy costs the Durango taxpayers $13.50 per trip. He noted that the routes were not eliminated but were reduced to six times per day. He said if ridership decreased because of the higher
rates, it would defeat the purpose behind raising the rates. Without further funding, he said, the
city would have to live with the reduction in service. He said, despite the requirement to make
reservations two weeks ahead time, there is still a door-to-door service opportunity for everyone
who needs a ride on the Opportunity Bus available every day of the week.
At Mayor Pro Tem Marbury’s request, Ms. Blake commented on the Transportation Department’s public process. She said that for the past three years, ridership surveys were conducted
that indicated Durango had a transit-dependent population over 70% that rides the bus. She said
the City anticipated the lack of funding and the change in CDOT’s funding policy and knew that
cuts would have to be made without a dedicated funding source. She said Durango has a nationally recognized transit system that the City hoped “would carry us through, but it didn’t.” She
said Durango’s system is now the “outlier,” and other transit systems are receiving huge increases.
Ms. Blake said once the City knew the $700,000 cut was coming, the City implemented an intensive and robust public process and reached out to the ridership, met with the clients of the social
service providers, and held neighborhood meetings to help determine community priorities. She
said public input identified the Opportunity Bus as a priority and Opportunity Bus service was expanded to seven days a week. She said public input and ridership data provided the basis for the
changes in the City’s transportation services. She said the City had also scrutinized raising fares
and the price of monthly passes. She said any increased cost must be balanced with the number of
riders using the service. She said she would be happy to schedule a private meeting with the
Assistant Director of Transportation to explain the City’s decision-making process in more detail.
She said it was her hope the community and Council could come up with creative solutions to the
community’s public transportation needs.
Ms. Blake noted that the next public forum would be held at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 16th at
City Hall, and encouraged the community to attend the forum and express their opinions and to
take the Community Satisfaction Survey, on the City’s website at www.durangogov.org/engage .
Mayor White noted that Mr. Edwards’ concerns were expressed by others at the first public
forum. He said it was the time for citizens to raise their voices, and he encouraged them to do so.
There being no one else who wished to speak, Mayor White closed Public Participation.
COUNCIL REPORTS/ACTIONS
At Mayor Pro Tem Marbury’s request, Mr. LeBlanc reported on sales and lodger’s tax receipts.
Mr. LeBlanc provided the February sales tax report, which gives revenues for the previous month
(January). He said City sales tax increased 8.2% over January of 2017, bringing the year to date
to 3% over 2017. He noted that the January sales tax report was down, and an erratic sales tax
makes it hard for the City to budget. He said the department heads had been instructed to be very
cautious with their budgets. He said lodger’s tax revenues were up 8.5% in the February sales tax
report but remained down 6.5% for the year to date. He said in the past the correlation between
lodger’s and sales taxes “used to be direct,” but that correlation is not expressed in the current
numbers.
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Mr. LeBlanc provided information from the La Plata County Economic Alliance provided by its
director, Roger Zalneraitis. He cited three factors behind the declining sales tax revenue: declining population in San Juan County (New Mexico), particularly Farmington, which has lost over
10,000 in population over the last three years, as well as the declining enrollment at Fort Lewis
College and Internet sales. He encouraged everyone to purchase locally if an item is available locally rather than purchasing it on the Internet, to keep the General Fund, the source of funding for
police service and road maintenance, financially solvent.
Mayor White said there are also two other demographic factors contributing to the declining sales
tax revenue: senior citizens don’t spend as much, and millennials appear to be more interested in
service than goods--and services are not taxed. He noted that other communities in Colorado had
seen more robust growth than Durango in the past year.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury reported that she gave lessons on municipal government to third-grade
classes at Needham Elementary. She said it was exciting to teach young people about government
and how the City really works. She encouraged Durango’s young girls to consider “being the
Mayor of Durango” in their future.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury reported that she provided updates at an AARP meeting and for the senior citizens at the Senior Center.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury reported as Council liaison to the Library Advisory Board and invited
citizens to recommend and nominate candidates for the “Library Champion” award given annually to those who make significant contributions in service to the Library. She noted that the
deadline for nominations would be May 31st, and nominations could be made online at the City’s
website.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury reported on the City’s upcoming Spring Cleanup and the cost: $1.50
each for the Spring and the Fall Cleanups. She said cleanup begins on April 9th and ends May 4th,
and the schedule was posted online. She noted that the schedule among the neighborhoods is
rotated each year.
Councilor Brookie reported that he had been honored to represent Durango at a meeting the previous week of the Colorado Association of Ski Towns (C.A.S.T). He said the spring meeting was
“legislative” in that State senators and representatives were invited to the evening dinner. He said
the meeting, which was held in Denver Mayor Hancock’s office, included a legislative update by
CML (Colorado Municipal League) representative Kevin Baumer, who, he noted, did not think
anything would happen legislatively in 2018 regarding transportation funding, due to partisan
politics. He said the new CDOT director also made a presentation, and he personally thanked him
for Durango’s recent grant from CDOT in the amount of $100 million to fund the new interchange, discussed under the Consent Agenda earlier in the meeting.
Councilor Brookie said transportation is an issue of concern for C.A.S.T., and a transportation
study group had been hired to provide member communities a survey of transportation needs to
gain a clearer picture of “where we stand in terms of our long-term transportation needs.” He said
C.A.S.T. also scheduled a presentation by the director of the Colorado Land Trust. He said the
Land Trust represents a $2 billion trust fund, and in addition to managing state-owned lands, a
$3.2 million fund that pays for school programs, noting contributions to schools in Mancos,
Cortez and Dolores and throughout the state.
Councilor Brookie said Mayor Hancock reported on homelessness issues and Denver’s initiatives
for affordable housing and what is being in done in Denver and in the surrounding counties. He
said Senator Don Coram Montrose and Senator Barbra McLachlan from Durango attended dinner
that evening following the presentations. He said the session was impactful and the next C.A.S.T.
meeting would be in Vail in June, followed by a fall meeting at Mt. Crested Butte and a winter
meeting in Jackson, Wyoming, also a member of C.A.S.T.
Councilor Youssef reported on a meeting of investors for the La Plata County Economic
Alliance. She said Frank Lockwood of the Durango Area Tourism Office (DATO) announced
that he and his board agreed with, and would work to support, an increase in the lodger’s tax from
2% to possibly 6%, understanding that the increase would depend on community consensus and
Council approval to accept the ballot question. She said DATO was reaching out to as many
stakeholders as possible to gather input and understand concerns. She said an increase from 2% to
6% would increase revenues to the City from $1 million to approximately $3 million. She said
Mr. Lockwood did not say how the additional funds would be allocated.
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Mayor White said Mr. Lockwood’s statement was “very interesting news.” He said Durango’s
lodger’s tax is low compared to other communities and he was delighted to hear they were discussing an increase to 6%. He said the crucial issue would be the allocation of the funds to generate broad community support, which would be required to put the lodger’s tax increase on the
ballot. He said it might be an easy measure to put to the voters because the tax is paid almost exclusively by tourists.
Mayor White reported on Council’s dinner with the Southern Ute Tribal Council held several
weeks prior. He noted that there had been a turnover in the Tribal Council in the last year and it
was an opportunity for Council to become acquainted with the members and share the multiple of
common interests Durango has with the tribe.
Mayor White reported presentations the previous week by Martin Carcasson, head of the CSU
Center for Public Deliberation, on the City’s civic engagement program. He said it is only
through the civic engagement process that the community can come to an understanding of the
community’s needs and priorities and how the City can address them. He said he could not underestimate the importance of the civic engagement process to the City. He said there were presentations to the 30 City staff members receiving training as facilitators and to the Mayor’s Youth
Advisory Commission, who are doing their planning for the Youth Expo scheduled for May 2nd.
Mayor White said there are multiple upcoming events, including a forum with Senators Coram
and McLachlan sponsored by the League of Women Voters on March 24th and the “March for Our
Lives” by Durango High School students on the afternoon of March 24th from the high school to
Rotary Park.
Mayor White announced plans for the opening of Lake Nighthorse on Sunday, April 1st. He noted
that, due to construction at the lake, it would only be open on weekends and only to nonmotorized
transportation for the first six weeks of operation. He said more information could be found on
the City’s website (www.durangogov.org). He said on Saturday, March 31st there would be a special event for children younger 16 years of age to fish at the lake.
Mayor White said the Southwest Water Conservation District scheduled its annual water seminar
on Friday, April 6th, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Doubletree Hotel for an admission fee of $45.
Councilor Youssef noted that the Lake Nighthorse opening was the “quiet” lake opening.
Mayor White noted that motorized boating on State lakes is prohibited by State statute until May
15th.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury noted that the City was the only entity that offered to manage the lake
for recreation. She said if the City had not done so, the lake would still be closed to the public.
Mayor White said season passes for the lake may be obtained at the Rec Center, and once the lake
is open they may be purchased at the gate.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
9.1.
Legislative and Policy-related Hearings:
9.1.1. A Public Hearing to Consider an Ordinance Amending Chapter 10
of the Code of Ordinances Concerning Regulations and Penalties
Related to the Use, Placement and Security of Trash Containers; and
Use of Wildlife-Resistant Containers to Minimize Conflicts with
Wildlife in the City and Declaring an Effective Date
City Operations Director Levi Lloyd provided the staff report as follows: This is a public hearing
to address proposed amendments to Chapter 10 of the City Code concerning penalties related to
the use, security and placement of residential and commercial wildlife trash containers to minimize human/wildlife conflicts. He said at study session held on February 27, 2018, Council discussed permanent changes to the Code and recommended that staff make the following amendments:
 Create designated zones where wildlife-resistant trash containers are mandatory. Residences south of College Avenue would be known as Phase I and will require wildlife
trash containers no later than May 1, 2018. Fees for the containers will be assessed at
$4.00 a month.
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Phase II for residential mandatory wildlife trash resistant containers will be comprised of
the area west of North Main from 17th to 23rd Streets. Phase II will be implemented in
the Spring of 2019.
Create a system where the trash containers are numbered and permanently assigned to a
property;
Keep the current penalty structure for residential and commercial users, but in lieu of a
citation into municipal court, residential violators will automatically have a wildlife trash
container delivered for a $100 fee, in addition to a $4.00 monthly service fee.
Create a program to retrofit or obtain commercial containers used by the City to minimize
wildlife conflicts.

Mr. Lloyd reported that Council had adopted an emergency ordinance that temporarily addressed
this issue until permanent regulations are in place. The Emergency Ordinance is set to expire on
May 4, 2018, unless repealed earlier. He said it was the recommendation of the City Manager and
City Attorney that Council, by motion, conduct a public hearing to consider public testimony and
direct the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance amending Chapter 10 of the City’s Code of Ordinances concerning regulations and penalties to the use, placement and security of trash containers; and wildlife resistant containers to minimize conflicts with wildlife in the City and declaring
an effective date. He noted that at $4 per month for the wildlife-resistant containers, the containers would be paid off in roughly 4½ years. He said those who have already purchased non-automated containers would not be forced to buy automated containers, but their old trash container
may be replaced.
Mr. Lloyd responded to questions from Council.
Mr. Lloyd said the agenda documentation stated the containers would be placed to 36th Street but
that was an error. He said the City’s program would extend north to 23rd Street, because the
Colorado Division of Wildlife study addressed neighborhoods north of 23rd.
Counsel Nelson said the ordinance would clearly delineate the affected areas for both Phase I and
Phase II of the program.
Mr. Lloyd said city residents living outside the designated areas with wildlife conflicts could still
purchase wildlife-resistant containers.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury encouraged all residents to obtain a wildlife-resistant container.
Mayor White reminded everyone to take down their birdfeeders.
Counsel Nelson clarified that the current penalty structure is the enhanced penalty structure
outlined in the emergency ordinance, which does not call for a first-time warning ticket.
Council accepted the clarification.
Mayor White noted that the new containers do not have to be unlocked to put trash inside; the lid
automatically releases when the garbage truck upends the container.
Mayor White opened the hearing to public testimony.
There being no one who wished to speak to the issue, Mayor White closed the hearing to public
testimony and invited a motion.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury moved to conduct a public hearing to consider public testimony and
direct the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance amending Chapter 10 of the City’s Code of
Ordinances concerning regulations and penalties to the use, placement and security of trash
containers; and wildlife resistant containers to minimize conflicts with wildlife in the City and
declaring an effective date. Councilor Youssef seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken,
and the motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
9.2.

Quasi-judicial Hearings:
9.2.1. No Items
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CITY ATTORNEY, Dirk Nelson
No Items
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
11.1. An Ordinance Amending Portions of Article III of Chapter 24 of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Durango Regarding Parking Administration and
Regulations, and Declaring an Effective Date
Mayor White noted that a public hearing was held on the ordinance several weeks prior.
Counsel Nelson introduced Ordinance O-2018-5.
Mayor White noted that Councilor Youssef had stepped out of the proceedings momentarily.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury moved to Ordinance O-2018-5. Councilor Bettin seconded the motion.
A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 4; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 1
Councilor Youssef returned to the meeting.
ADMINISTRATIVE: City Manager, Ron LeBlanc
12.1. Discussion and Possible Action Concerning City Council Official
Position on Homeless Camp
City Manager LeBlanc provided the staff report. He said Council had a joint meeting with the La
Plata County Commissioners and Sheriff earlier that day. He said it was the intent of Council to
go on record with a position on homelessness, noting many hours of discussion, both within the
Council and with the Commissioners.
Mr. LeBlanc reviewed the agenda documentation. He said as of the previous Friday, when the
documentation was prepared, there were three immediate concerns identified by Council: fire
danger, public safety (including public health and sanitation), and impacts on neighborhoods. He
said at the joint meeting the City discussed passing an Emergency Ordinance to establish the
Lightner Creek Shelter. He said the motion proposed in the staff report and included in the
agenda documentation was consistent with Council’s adopted goals and objectives but focused on
the Sheriff’s role. He said at the morning meeting it was agreed to expand the statement to include the Sheriff and the Board of County Commissioners. He said if Council finds the motion
acceptable, the Board of County Commissioners should be included. He said taking a public position is important, because despite extensive negotiations and some consensus, Council has not yet
acted. He said the position would be communicated to the La Plata County Commissioners and
the Sheriff.
Mr. LeBlanc asked Assistant City Manager Hall to summarize the joint discussion at the joint
meeting.
Mr. Hall said the joint meeting reflected discussion at the study session held on March 13th. He
reported that there was good dialog at the meeting, with intended outcomes that the City needed
to memorialize in a public statement. He reviewed options considered for an alternative sheltering
over time, including a formal camp area and an overnight shelter. He noted the problems associated with those sites. He commented that the Sheriff had expressed willingness to close the current camp if an alternative site were identified. He said Council had agreed on the Lightner Creek
site, which is a little west of the designated off-leash property, and noted that some site work
would be necessary before a shelter could become operative, and that there would be costs to the
improvements. He noted that the Sheriff has not expressed interest in managing the shelter site
and a manager would have to be identified. He said the rules would emulate the rules currently in
place at the hillside camp. He noted issues, such as secure storage and site management, which
must be addressed.
Mr. Hall said the Sheriff needs more than a verbal commitment to begin his enforcement and
passing an Emergency Ordinance at the April 3rd meeting would, he hoped, move the process forward. He said the Lightner Creek site would have issues, but it was the best choice available to
the City. He noted that many communities around the nation and the state are dealing with the
issue of homelessness. He said the letter to the County Commissioners and the Sheriff would formalize Council’s official position on the matter and would allow the City to document how it
would move forward.
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Mr. Hall responded to questions from Council.
Mr. Hall said an emergency ordinance would be appropriate because of the life safety issues at
the existing camp. He said it would not be a standard land use process, so allowing a hearing
and/or public input would be a matter for Council to decide.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury commented that forest fuels around Durango are currently at
Missionary Ridge status and those that lived through that fire know what that would mean to the
community. She said the threat of fire has been the Council’s main concern, not only for the residents but also for the campers. She said a shelter is the best application of management the City
can make “at this time.” She noted that the Sheriff has reported that fires have already occurred at
the hillside camp, and he has distributed fire extinguishers to the campers.
Mr. LeBlanc said if the City runs into a roadblock with the Lightner Creek site it would look at
the next potentially suitable site for the shelter.
Counsel Nelson commented on the process to pass an emergency ordinance, which does not require the same process as a regular ordinance. He said an emergency ordinance has no hearing
requirement and is effective immediately, for 60 days.
Councilor Bettin said he was not suggesting a public process should be initiated but just wanted
to be sure of what the next step should be. He said he favored adopting an emergency ordinance,
because of the fire danger and the expediency necessary to accomplish action before spring.
Counsel Nelson said the immediate plan was to bring back an ordinance for Council review on
April 3rd.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury concurred with Councilor Bettin and stated she supported an emergency
ordinance.
Councilor Brookie stated for the record that the decision was not being “made in a vacuum.” He
said also discussed at the joint meeting was an RFP for developing a strategic plan for long-term
management of the problem of homelessness. He said it is a multifaceted approach and the emergency ordinance was the first step. He said the City supports the strategic plan and would help
fund it and would continue to advocate for a permanent supportive housing project to be built on
City land and would continue to advocate for affordable housing using long-term housing tax
credits. He noted that the Lumien project to be built in 2019 would have permanent affordable
housing in it. He said the City isn’t just closing the camp; it’s looking for long-term humanitarian
strategies to address the problem. He noted that the position of Homeless Coordinator may have
to take a different role in the short term.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury reiterated that the problem of homelessness is nationwide. She said
Durango is a small community with limited resources, but Council was trying to make good
decisions for the community. She said the danger of fire should be on everyone’s radar.
There was discussion on requesting the Sheriff to consider helping the City manage the camp in
Council’s position letter as part of his obligation in the process of coming together as a community to find solutions.
Mr. Hall said there was probably no downside to Council rearticulating its position to have the
Sheriff participate.
Mr. LeBlanc suggested Council could ask the Sheriff to reconsider his position, which Councilor
Bettin thought was a good idea, adding that he thought the Sheriff should be interested in participating, given the limitations of his office, because his department would benefit from the City’s
endeavors.
Mr. Bettin said the Sheriff and the County need to step up, noting that the City had already
stepped up. He acknowledged that “none of this is ideal.” He said he thought everyone should
participate financially and with as much manpower as is available.
Councilor Youssef said she thought it was fine to put the request in the letter. She said she would
like to see the Sheriff continue to help manage the homeless shelter, because the Sheriff’s Depart-
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ment had been very effective. She said the Sheriff had stated that he didn’t have manpower to
manage a shelter and to make sure everyone was out every day by the 9 a.m. deadline.
Councilor Youssef commended Council for “working really hard on this issue” and making a
very complex decision. She said she agreed with Council’s direction, but she said she was in a
minority because she had concerns about the implications for the community. She said she was
happy with the selected location. She said when Council first started talking about a shelter, it
was a “bricks and mortar” shelter, which she supported. She said, however, to place a shelter on
land triggered deep concern about where Council was going with the policy, because daily displacement of the residents is disruptive and thrusts the population back into the volatile state of
instability. She said some of the population would become more service resistant by hiding during the day or hiking deeper into the woods. She said it’s not safe for the homeless persons, not
safe for the community, and makes the regulations more difficult to enforce. She said there are
good people in Durango who have worked a long time to gain the trust of homeless campers, and
“it’s working right now.” She said the campers are cooperative, but she feared if their lives are
disrupted and become chaotic, the City would lose their trust and “we’re never going to get it
back.” She said she was concerned Council was being shortsighted and there could be unintended
consequences to the community. She said she agreed with Councilor Brookie that the City was
taking a first step and with Mr. Hall, who has said the City would review and adjust the plan as
necessary. She said the City cannot criminalize homelessness, and if the residents are kicked out
every day, they’re going to spend the day on the streets or in the parks. She said the homeless persons would have all their belongings on their backs and would be very visible. She said she feared
that city residents would become afraid to spend time in the parks or on the River Trail. She said
in the long term, she would like to see efforts that help stabilize the homeless population, not disrupt it. She said she feared Council was enacting policies that would have a negative effect on the
character of the town.
Councilor Bettin acknowledged Councilor Youssef’s comments. He said she may not be in the
minority because he thought many of the Councilors felt much the same. He said Council had
agreed to take a step and “that step is a moving target.” He said Council is working on protecting
the health, safety and welfare of all of Durango’s populations in an emergency. He said the shelter would mimic a low-barrier shelter environment in its most basic form. He said he found Councilor Youssef’s comment relevant and he agreed with everything she said. He said he thought
Council was making the best decision it can with the resources it has. He said as the process
evolves, he thought it important that the homeless and representatives of their self-governing
council be engaged in the process, help make the rules, and guide how the facility is operated, to
gain as much buy-in as possible.
Councilor Youssef thanked him for his acknowledgement.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury said the current rules enacted at the hillside camp would be integrated
into the plans for the shelter.
Mayor White agreed with Councilor Bettin’s suggestion to include the homeless in the planning
process. He agreed it was a step for the City to take, even though it might not be optimal. He
noted Commissioner Westendorff’s comment from earlier in the day: “What if there’s no buy-in
and people just scatter?” He said that was a risk, but Council had decided the bigger risk was the
extreme fire risk and the safety of the city’s citizens. He noted that Missionary Ridge was downwind from the city of Durango, but the homeless camp is not. He said the whole community, including its faith-based and service organizations, must contribute to the efforts of the City and the
County.
Councilor Brookie commented that the City had been told that a shelter or camp must be identified and established before the Sheriff could enforce no camping regulations in the County. He
said the City’s action was to obtain enforcement of laws that are on the books and not meant to
kick anybody out of the camp. He stressed Council’s action was not a vendetta against the camp.
He said Councilor Youssef was not alone in her concerns.
Councilor Brookie moved to authorize the Mayor to sign a letter to the La Plata County Sheriff
Sean Smith and the Board of County Commissioners expressing the will of the City Council and
requesting support to close the existing homeless camp on County-owned land west of the City of
Durango and then enforce County ordinances that restrict camping on public land. Councilor
Bettin seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken, the motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
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Mayor White acknowledged those in the audience who had remained for the discussion and the
vote. He said, “The conversation is not over, and the step showed the City’s commitment to acting in the interest of public safety.”
ADDENDUM ITEMS
No Items
ADJOURNMENT
Mayor White adjourned the meeting at 8:4 p.m.

APPROVED:

ATTESTED:

Richard E. White, Mayor

Amy Phillips, City Clerk
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Approval of Minutes, City Council Meeting, April 3, 2018

DURANGO CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
CITY HALL
949 EAST 2ND AVENUE
TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 2018
6:30 PM
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor White called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Answering to roll call were, Councilor Chris Bettin, Councilor Dean Brookie, Council Melissa
Youssef, Mayor Pro Tem Sweetie Marbury, and Mayor Dick White.
PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATION
Equal Pay Day Proclamation
Mayor White proclaimed Tuesday, April 10, 2018, as Equal Pay Day and urged the citizens of
Durango to recognize the full value of women’s skills and significant contributions to the labor
force and encouraged businesses to conduct an internal pay evaluation to ensure women are being
paid fairly.
Present to receive the proclamation was Faye Schrater, public policy liaison for the Durango
branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW). She thanked the City and
County and local merchants who pay a living wage. She said the consequences of the wage gap
extend far beyond pay checks. She thanked Council for helping to raise awareness.
Mayor White announced that there would be two unscheduled presentations.
Mayor White presented an award from the Colorado Cross-Disability Coalition (CCDC) to Jason
Ragsdale honoring his rural advocacy and extensive work in providing ADA (Americans with
Disabilities Act) access to disabled members of the Durango community.
Mr. Ragsdale was present, along with Martha Mason, Executive Director of the Southwest Center
for Independence, to receive the award. Ms. Mason commented on Mr. Ragsdale’s tenacity in ensuring the civil rights of disabled people. She said Mr. Ragsdale is “the model for independent
living.”
Mr. Ragsdale thanked Council and the CCDC for the award. He said the CCDC does great work
at the state level and was flattered to receive the recognition. He said Durango’s accomplishments
in accessibility represent a partnership of many agencies and organizations, including the City,
CCI (Community Connections, Inc.), BID (Business Improvements District), the Chamber of
Commerce and the ACT (Accessible Community Team).
Mayor White introduced City Engineer and Project Manager Gregg Boysen to the podium for his
quarterly update on the construction of the Santa Rita Water Reclamation Facility.
Mr. Boysen provided a video presentation on progress at the facility to date (March 2018). The
presentation included a time-lapse video of the new aeration basin since construction began on it
in October of 2017. He said the completed basin will hold approximately 3 million gallons of
wastewater for treatment. He noted that the basin is only one of several projects under construction at the facility. He provided side-by-side photos of the site from March 2017 and March 2018,
as well as flyover aerial video. He thanked the Public Information staff for their assistance in creating the video and noted that it was available for viewing on the City’s website at
www.durangogov.org.
Mr. Boysen also provided a PowerPoint presentation on the project’s financial and construction
status. He noted that Milestone 1 would be substantially completed by May 10th in anticipation of
the City receiving its CDPHE (Colorado Department of Public, Health and Environment) discharge permit. He said construction is scheduled for completion by May 31st of 2019.
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Mr. Boysen provided the schedule and financial status for the construction, noting payments
made to Archer Western, the contractor for the construction project. He noted change orders that
have occurred since the project’s inception. He said the project was financially on track.
Mr. Boysen reviewed the 11 structures being built at the reclamation facility and their construction status.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury thanked the Durango voters for making the project possible. She
acknowledged the hard work of the City staff and thanked Mr. Boysen for his presentations.
Councilor Brookie noted that the Santa Rita facility is the largest project ever undertaken by the
City of Durango. He said construction management by staff has been a “spectacular event.” He
noted the statistics that 41% of the money is spent and 42% of the construction is completed and
that there are remaining contingency funds. He said that it was fortunate the City approved the
project several years ago, because the current volatile construction market would make the project
too expensive to undertake now.
Mayor White thanked staff and the contractors for being on schedule and within budget.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury acknowledged the Public Information staff for their expertise in putting
together the video of the construction. She noted that the video was available on the City’s website as part of the City’s efforts to improve its communication with the public.
REVIEW OF THE CONSENT AGENDA
4.1.
Approval of Minutes, Joint Study Session, March 5, 2018
4.2.

Approval of Minutes, Study Session, March 13, 2018

4.3.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning Appointments to Boards and
Commissions

4.4.

Discussion and Possible Action Concerning the Mirador II Townhomes
Phase A Final As-Built Plat

4.5.

Request for Public Hearing to Consider the Jameson Court Major Preliminary Plan Subdivision and Major Site Plan Review (May 1, 2018)

4.6.

Request for Public Hearing to Consider the North Main and Camino Del
Rio Districts Plan Adoption (May 1, 2018)

4.7.

Final Approval - Ordinance O-2018-5 Amending Portions of Article III of
Chapter 24 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Durango Regarding
Parking Administration and Regulations and Declaring an Effective Date
City Clerk Phillips read the Consent Agenda as published.
No items were removed from the Consent Agenda.
APPROVED CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury moved to approve the Consent Agenda as published and read. Councilor Bettin seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
REMOVED CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
No items were removed from the Consent Agenda.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mayor White introduced Public Participation by noting the Emergency Ordinance creating the
Lightner Creek Shelter for the City’s homeless residents was scheduled later in the meeting. He
explained that emergency ordinances do not require public hearings, so the appropriate place to
comment would be under Public Participation. He said an emergency ordinance was appropriate,
due to the extreme potential for wildfire and would allow closure of the existing camp in the forest, which is upwind from the city of Durango. He noted the Lightner Creek Fire that occurred in
2017 and commented that the current fire conditions were even worse than in previous years. He
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said continued camping in the forest presented a clear and present danger to the safety of the entire community. He said Council understood the shelter option was “far less than satisfactory,”
but Council believed it was the best alternative at present. He noted the partnership between the
City and the County, both of which would authorize an RFP (Request for Proposal) for the creation of a strategic plan that would allow strategic allocation of resources in the future to address
the issue of homeless within the community. He said the plan would take six months or more to
complete, and Council felt it was imperative to act “now” to allow the County Sheriff to close the
existing camp, while providing what has been a “constitutionally required place for individuals to
sleep overnight.” He said if there is no other place to go, the City cannot make it illegal to sleep
on public property and the goal is to create a safe and secure place to sleep legally, although he
noted that the shelter would mean sleeping outdoors.
Ericka Curlee, a local business and property owner, stressed that her opinions were her own and
not of any organization or board on which she serves. She said she had been opposed to the camp
at first but had since had a complete change of opinion. She said she had come to understand that
many of those in the existing camp are employed and do not participate in panhandling, which
was of concern to her. She said she was concerned about what homeless persons would do during
the day when the new shelter is closed, such as the City parks or Town Plaza, where her business
is located. She supported the Ordinance as proposed but did not support daytime closure, and
asked Council to consider a model closer to what the homeless had established for themselves at
the existing camp.
Marsha Porter Norton, County resident near the Overend Mountain Park, spoke in support of
moving the camp to the Lightner Creek site. She said the entire community needs to continue to
put energy into solving the problem of homeless, with the homeless also providing input. She advocated moving the camp out of the woods, noting that all it would take to start a fire was “one
little spark.” She noted that one little spark from a motorcycle exhaust pipe caused the Missionary
Ridge fire in 2002, in which one firefighter lost his life, 60 homes were lost and 79,000 acres
burned. She said one spark from fireworks caused her neighborhood near Overend Mountain Park
to be evacuated in 2006 and added that her neighborhood was under pre-evacuation orders during
the Lightner Creek Fire. She said fire in the Overend Park could trap not only the homeless campers, but also hikers and bikers. She said she sees the camp move as a big experiment and agreed
with the previous speaker that overnight sheltering could create problems during the day when the
shelter is closed. She said she would like to see a hybrid model for the camp, noting that the community needs to support homeless campers who are working to change their lives for the better.
She agreed it is important to reduce fire danger in the woods, noting that there are others who create fire danger in the woods as well, such as people smoking marijuana or cigarettes. She said anyone who creates a fire danger is putting the entire community at risk, but said she saw the
Lightner Creek site as the most viable site for a camp. She noted that there would be a community
meeting at Manna Soup Kitchen on April 26th at 5:30 p.m. She said she supported the emergency
ordinance but wanted to look forward to real solutions and to get beyond the “emergency phase.”
Donna Mae Baukat, a representative of Durango Christian Church Community Compassion
Outreach, stated her concerns for the safety of those using the dog park site because it is the historic site of a lead smelter and vanadium production. She read statistics on the site from the U.S.
Department of Energy. She said the City has covenant agreements with CDPHE prohibiting construction of a habitable structure on the property without properly designed radon mitigation. She
asked if the radon mitigation had been performed. She also noted that the agreement restricted
drilling of wells and prohibited tilling, excavation, grading, and any activity disturbing the soil
without express written permission of the CDPHE. She asked if permission had been received.
She said even allowing people to walk their dogs on the site could disturb the soil and staking a
tent would disturb the ground as well. She said asking people to break camp each morning and reset it in the evening every day is “too much to ask of any human being.” She said Durango does
not have a homeless problem; it has a humanitarian problem. She said the dog park is not a shelter and asked Council to reconsider its decision. She said veterans with PTSD and victims of
abuse deserve better. She said her organization advocates for the homeless and is looking for
other churches to join their efforts.
Lee Anne Craig, owner of Healthy Hounds and Fat Cats, noted that her business is located next to
the dog park. She commented on past experiences when there was illegal camping on the site and
the problem with dogs getting into the camps and “rolling in things that shouldn’t have been out
anyway” and general conflicts between the dogs and the campers. She said it “wasn’t a good
mix” and there was potential for more serious conflicts to occur. She agreed the fire danger was
an issue and the dog park presented less fire danger but felt the cemetery area presented even less
risk and had better emergency access. She also expressed concern for placing a porta-potty and a
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dumpster in the parking lot at the dog park because the parking is full all day on weekends. She
said people had started parking at the lower end of the Holiday Inn parking lot to access the dog
park because it provides safer access for their dogs, and she expressed concern for people crossing the highway, because vehicles often travel at 45 mph, even though it is a 35-mph zone. She
thought moving to the dog park site would only trade one set of problems with another, with the
potential for more human conflicts.
Richard Dolworth, County resident, said he moved to Durango in 1996. He said he had studied
the homeless problem for years, both as a volunteer and as a client at Manna Soup Kitchen. He
stated what he thought would happen if the camp was moved to the dog park: 20% or less of the
homeless would camp at the new location and the remaining 80% would go “deeper into the
woods,” creating a much larger chance that a fire would be larger and harder to control. He said
more campers would congregate at downtown parks, in neighborhoods and parking lots, and on
main street. He said Durango would be known as moving its homeless to a dog park with fecessaturated soil and with a level of radiation unacceptable for human inhabitation. He said he believed the community could come together to find solutions to continue Durango’s legacy as a
great place to live.
David Hutton, using the Manna Soup Kitchen address, presented his ideas for a heated shelter,
open 6 p.m. to 7 a.m., with check-in from 6 p.m. to midnight. The shelter would have alphabetical
storage for homeless backpacks, a dining hall open for dinner only, a bay window for staff where
could observe the campers, a kitchen, a common room, bathrooms, and a laundry room. He said
there would be outdoor porta-potties for the outdoor campers. He said there would be 75 bunkbeds in the women’s sleeping area and 100 in the men’s sleeping area, plus mats and sleeping
bags. He provided a drawing of his proposed shelter. He did not have a proposed location for the
shelter.
Mayor White responded that finding a suitable site is the “crux of the matter,” noting that the
search had included both City-owned and County-owned properties. He said the potential properties that were identified had other uses. He said if someone would come forth with a site and
make it available, the discussion would “change very, very quickly.”
At Councilor Bettin’s request, and with Council’s permission, City Manager LeBlanc briefly
commented on the Lightner Creek site and its former uses and the investigations the City performed relative to those uses. He said the Lightner Creek site has been remediated. He said,
though called a shelter, the site would only provide a place to sleep overnight and would meet requirements “to satisfy constitutional rights.” He said there would be no digging, regrading or
moving of soil. He said there could be temporary fencing that would not violate the City’s agreement with the U.S. Department of Energy or the CDPHE. He said the porta-potties would be in an
area that could be serviced but noted that the City could not take access across the bridge, which
is controlled by CDOT. He said there would be proper signage and the rules would be posted. He
said staff did not believe the plan would conflict with any existing agreement.
Linda Peterson, City resident, said she worked with the homeless before retirement and had insight into how they live, where they live, and what some of the problems are. She said she did not
find the emergency solution acceptable for human beings. She agreed that having the campers
tear everything down every day was unworkable and expressed concern about where the campers
would go during the day. She commented on the Housing First program instituted by the housing
authority, in cooperation with other entities, in Salt Lake City. She said the program focuses first
on housing the homeless, then works to address their issues. She said a lot of the homeless have
mental illnesses and self-medicate with alcohol and drugs, but there are reasons for their actions
and many reasons for being homeless. She said Manna Soup Kitchen was the only place she
could find in Durango that offers any type of referral services for the homeless. She said she
would like to see Manna, Axis Health, and VOA collaborate in their efforts.
Mr. LeBlanc responded that the City formed its Homelessness Task Force a little over three years
ago, which included, among others, representatives of the City’s social services agencies. He said
the City supported the task force with staffing for a little over two years and then turned it over to
the social services community, anticipating progress. He said after the City saw no progress from
the social service agencies, it took the initiative and brought the issue back to Council. He said
the emergency ordinance was a “last resort” action and not a quick decision made without considering all the options.
Sarada Leavenworth, spoke of behalf of Axis Health Systems. She said Axis Health’s mandate is
to serve the entire community and the La Plata Integrated Health Care Clinic is a federally funded
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community health center. She said the clinic serves the homeless population and is concerned
about their issues. She noted that the level of commitment present in the room was admirable and,
despite differences, proof the community was ready to talk about homelessness. She said for
those working on the problem for a long time, it was inspiring to see. She commended the City
for its commitment to finding solutions and noted that the permanent housing project was moving
forward, which was a cause for celebration. She said it was exciting to see the County and City
move forward on a Homeless Coordinator position. She said Axis is in complete agreement that a
solution to panhandling must be found but also noted that panhandling is not synonymous with
homelessness. She said the homeless are a diverse group of individuals. She said some of the first
jobs someone can find in the community are on the nightshift. She said one of the key elements of
any plan should be to provide stability. She said without stability, the situation would not improve. She said a 24/7 location is an “absolute must.” She said a 24/7 location would allow for
leadership from within the homeless community. She said Axis is available at the soup kitchen on
Tuesdays to provide referral services, but there are others in the homeless population who don’t
use the soup kitchen whom Axis has not been able to access.
In response to a question from Councilor Brookie, Ms. Leavenworth said, through the Health
Care for the Homeless Program, 210 homeless individuals were served in the past year. She said
that’s more than the campers in the existing camp, but there are many in the community experiencing homelessness who are not camping. She said it is difficult to serve individuals who have
mental health or physical health issues, who have been on the fringes of the community for a long
time. She said the average time for someone to seek help after a major mental health symptom is
10 years. She said, consequently, the more access to services, the better. She said as the existing
camp has become more structured, Axis has been able to improve its outreach to that community.
Eve Pressler, City resident, said she came to the community 25 years ago as a homeless person.
She said homelessness is not just a community issue; it’s a nationwide issue. She said packing up
every morning would be a hardship for some the homeless with health conditions and for people
working night shifts. She said the homeless would go to a park or to the Library or just wander
around, which, she said, is not good for physical and mental health. She commented on her service at the Bridge, a homeless shelter in Cortez. She said she thought the intentions of the City’s
emergency ordinance were good, but the full impact had not been thoroughly considered and
there would be the unintended consequence of “pushing people further back into the woods.” She
said she does go into the camps to contact people and has for many years. She said it is important
to be mindful when considering solutions for the homeless.
Councilor Brookie noted that Cortez just received funding from DOLA (Department of Local
Affairs) to build a low-barrier shelter, and that could be an alternative in the future for Durango.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury noted that the Bridge is a nonprofit.
Teresa Chavez of the Navajo Nation said she and her husband are homeless and are in Durango
for the next few months to be close to their children. She said they require services from Manna
Soup Kitchen. She said she has seen changes for the better in the Durango camp. She said she had
not seen trash or cigarette butts. She said she spends the day walking. She said the people at
Manna Soup Kitchen have helped with understanding the bus routes and providing tokens. She
said the Durango community is welcoming.
Brendon Hayes, City resident, said he did not have an immediate solution to the problem but had
a suggestion for the future. He said 760 East 31st Street just went up for sale for about $850,000.
He suggested it would be a good alternative site for a camp, noting that it is a two-acre site adjacent to the Holly and 31st Street site, near the Mormon Church.
Robert Weil, City resident, identified himself as a 65-year and fourth-generation citizen of
Durango and a dog owner. He said the Lightner Creek site is currently used as part of the dog
park. He said the dog park is the most widely used park in Durango and there’s nowhere else for
dogs to be off leash that’s close-in. He said even with a fence on the eastern boundary, there
would still be conflicts between dogs and people in the camp. He did not support the dog park site
for the camp. He said he was also a long-time supporter and volunteer at Manna Soup Kitchen.
He said the soup kitchen and the Sheriff’s Department “have bent over backwards to try and help
the situation.” He said the existing camp is not perfect, but it’s working. He said the camp provides stability and stability is what is needed. He said the homeless don’t need to be “jerked
around and told to take up their tent and put it in a storage locker,” which he said would cause
problems on the River Trail and on Roosa Avenue, where there already are problems. Regarding
fire danger, he said, he felt comfortable as a long-term resident that with help from other agenPage 5 of 18 ~ City Council21
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cies, the existing camp can work. He said only fencing one side of the dog park site would be unacceptable. He said it should be fenced on all sides, and expressed concern for adjacent businesses including the Holiday Inn. He advocated letting the Sheriff continue his fire mitigation efforts, letting the homeless campers stay where they are, and leaving the dog park as it is.
John Norton, City resident, said he liked to think of Durango as a compassionate community and
of himself as a compassionate human being, particularly for people with mental health or other
issues that keep them from functioning in society. He said he is a real estate appraiser and knows
how expensive property is and how difficult it can be even for functioning members of society to
obtain a home. He said Durango is at a flashpoint “primarily because of the climate” and because
of the drought. He provided handouts for Council. He commented on the 2002 Missionary Ridge
Fire and the terror it caused in the community, noting the current, similarly dry conditions and the
potential for windy spring months. He said he had tracked precipitation levels in the County since
the Missionary Ridge Fire. He said in December 2017 he performed a comparison of conditions
in 2018 and those that existed in 2002 and said the results “scared me to death.” He compared details from the comparison. He commented on what could happen if another fire occurs, such as
loss of open space and property damage, which, he said, would significantly affect the community’s relationship with the homeless. He said there needs to be give and take on all sides.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury commented that Durango suffered great economic loss after the
Missionary Ridge Fire. Tourism stopped, the train struggled, and businesses suffered greatly, she
said. She noted that the fire lasted a month, not just a week.
In response to a question from Councilor Youssef, Mr. Norton said there are many more homeless campers than there were in 2002. He said a fire could be started by a careless person in the
current campsite or in a backcountry site. He agreed that it would be preferable for the homeless
not to be in the woods at all. He said an ideal situation would decrease the number of people
camping in the woods. He said the current camp is dangerous, noting that “there is no mud, the
soil is dry, and the grass hasn’t been tamped down with snow, so it’s ready to burn. The whole
place is a fire trap.”
Councilor Youssef said, “We all agree that it’s not in a good location.”
Michael Conley, County resident, said he came to Durango from Wisconsin without a place to
stay. He thanked Manna Soup Kitchen and VOA for services, as well as Mayor White for holding
the forum and giving him an opportunity to speak. He said where people will put their gear after
they’ve packed up for the day is an issue. He said it’s hard to apply for a job with a backpack. He
said people “up on the hill” want to get jobs. He said, “They’re living in almost crisis situations.”
He expressed his appreciation for La Plata County Sergeant Ed Aber and what he has accomplished. He said he formerly camped illegally, which he noted happens “quite a bit in the area.”
He said he moved to the hillside camp because porta-potties were provided. He said the camp on
the hill is a community and there are campers who are trying to build up the community. He said
a lot of the campers are disabled and it wouldn’t be easy for them to pack up daily and Manna
Soup Kitchen would have to change the schedule for its services, such as showers and laundry.
He said he supported leaving the camp where it is and helping Sergeant Aber make the camp
safer.
Jeffrey Berkowitz said he was not from Durango but was trying to make it his home. He said he is
from a community (Sedona) where a camp in the woods was not an option, because the fire danger was so bad that all public lands were cut off from all recreation opportunities. He said the
public lands are shut down during heightened drought conditions because fires in the area are so
indefensible. He said the fire conditions in 2018 are going to be “outrageously dangerous,” and
“homelessness is a tragedy in itself.” He thanked Council for having the patience to be involved
in working toward a local, as well as national, problem. He said Durango has a government that
“actually cares about you.” He stated his opposition to the dog park site for a homeless shelter.
Carolyn Lamb, City resident, thanked Councilors for their focus, time and efforts. She said, as a
resident of the Crestview neighborhood, she saw the emergency action as a singular issue for the
greater good and thought it would help protect the community from fire. She commented on the
Black Tiger fire in Boulder in 1989 that destroyed 40 homes and was started by a cigarette, noting
that the fire required 500 firefighters to control. She also commented on the 2016 Coal Train fire
in Nederland that destroyed eight homes and was started by a campfire, and a fire in 2017 in Fort
Collins that burned 150 acres–started by a cigarette. She said earlier that day she walked up the
trail from Roosa Avenue to Hilltop House and took pictures of cigarette butts, which, she said,
she mailed to Council. She said many had obviously been dropped without being tamped out by a
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foot. She said she saw someone who was coming down from the soup kitchen with a lit cigarette
flick it into the bushes, and noted that she saw the burning ember. She said fire is a real and present danger to the community. She said the homeless community is very susceptible to mental
health issues, but said, at the same time, the County is asking them to self-police the camp. She
said she thought the City was being forced to act to protect its citizens because the “status quo
simply isn’t working.” She said residents living in the neighborhood have equal rights to live
without fear of fire danger. She said the outcome of a fire would be catastrophic to the homeless,
the Crestview residents, and the entire community. She asked Council to adopt the Lightner
Creek location. She asked, if there was hesitation to adopt the Lightner Creek site, that Council
postpone their decision until they get more information about emergency access and fire response
to the existing camp and the Lightner Creek site and take that information into consideration
when making their decision.
Ms. Jessica said she lives in the tent camp near the Tech Center and taking away the site would be
detrimental. She said sometimes the homeless shelter is not an option. She said she didn’t want
there to be fires anywhere, but the camp was the most stable place she had been. She said her
boyfriend has the tent up from her. She said it’s hard going up and down, and she didn’t want to
take the tent up and down. She said she works at the soup kitchen. She said Axis [Health
Services] should be coming up to the camp, because the campers need help. She said fires can
happen anywhere. She said the camp is clean and more monitored with bathrooms and trash cans.
She said the camp had come a long way and she supported leaving it in its present location. She
said she thought the dog park location would create conflicts.
Loretta Meushaw, Director of Durango Homeless Youth Advocates, 3190 East Animas Village
Drive, said she was speaking for homeless residents who were unable to attend the meeting or
unwilling to testify before Council. She thanked Council for their efforts and their compassion in
caring for the homeless. She said she took a survey earlier in the day at Manna Soup Kitchen, at
breakfast and a lunch. She said the survey had four questions regarding moving from the Tech
Center to the dog park and noted that 47 people responded. She offered to provide a copy of the
results to Council. She said 80% of those surveyed said they would not move to the new location
adjacent to the dog park. She said she thought if there were a suitable location where they did not
have to take down their tents every day, the homeless would go there.
Darren White, County resident, said he was a volunteer with Community Compassion Outreach.
He believed there had been a vacuum of leadership and there was a better decision to be made,
adding he felt the homeless had been vilified, when he knew “this town is about helping people.”
He said it was beneath human dignity to go sit in the dog park. He said anyone could become
homeless, adding the homeless are “not others, they’re “us.” He said there was an opportunity for
Council to show some leadership and come up with solutions that are within human dignity. He
said part of solving the problem of homeless is treating them with dignity, and suggested a semipermanent village where people take ownership of their “high house,” an insulated type of housing structure that is built with PVC. He said the homeless need to feel they have something to
offer the community.
Mayor White reiterated that if Council had identified a semi-permanent place for the homeless
camp, the City would use it. He said the real challenge is for the entire community to establish a
place that could provide what Mr. White had suggested.
Garth Schultheis, City resident, said he had lived in Durango for 24 years in several professions
and was a hotel owner. He said he did not want to see problems with fires in the community. He
said there were many in the community who wanted to contribute to solving the problem of
homelessness. He said he believed the ultimate solution would come from the private sector and
the faith-based community, but that was in the future. He supported leaving the homeless camp in
its present location and not moving it to the dog park. He said he was also the director of the
Durango House of Prayer and had been working with the homeless. He noted that he, Sergeant
Abers, Mr. Dolworth, and members of Crisis Response International would be doing fire mitigation work at the existing camp in the upcoming week, even if the camp is moved. He said it
would be a “smart move” to leave the camp where it is. He said the homeless had agreed to a selfimposed fire ban. He agreed that 80% of the campers or more would not go to the dog park because it’s not sustainable, noting many work at night. He said if the homeless are moved to the
dog park, there would be fire issues. He said there are going to be fires, but it was a matter of how
many and where and how they could be controlled. He said if the homeless are moved to the dog
park, they would scatter “all over.” He said you don’t have to be homeless to start a fire. He said
for the safety of the community, the homeless should be allowed to stay where they are, then start
thinking about “what we’re going to do next.”
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In response to a question from Mayor White regarding an increased homeless population during
the summer, Mr. Schultheis said the existing camp has a government set up and they have been
making plans for the influx of 300 new people. He said the camp may become more chaotic, but
main street would become more chaotic as well. He said the campers had done a good job of selfgovernment and eliminated most of the panhandling. He said the campers feel they have worked
hard to improve the camp conditions and have been let down and disillusioned by the City’s
pending decision to move them to the dog park. He said keeping the homeless where they are in
the short-term would be the best decision until a semi-permanent location can be found.
Councilor Youssef thanked Mr. Schultheis for his work.
Katie Coffman, Michigan resident, said she was in Durango with Crisis Response International
but was speaking for herself. She said she is being trained for crisis response and had visited several regional communities, including Towaoc and Shiprock, and had spent time with the
Durango’s homeless community. She said she had deep respect for the councilors, noting that it is
difficult to carry the entire burden of the community. She said in the five weeks she had been in
Durango she had been at Manna Soup Kitchen three times a week and had had the privilege of
meeting at least 30 people by name, and said those people are beginning to trust her with their
stories. She said she almost became homeless herself six months ago. She invited Council to not
make decisions based on fear. She commented on her own community in Michigan, where one
church responded to the crisis of a very cold winter and opened its doors to the homeless for three
weeks. She said the following year, other churches joined them, and it became a network of
churches. She urged Council to reconsider the dog park location and make their decision based on
compassion, not fear.
Paul Murusak, City resident, identified himself as the president of the Ella Vita Homeowners
Association (HOA). He thanked Council for treating the issue with urgency. He said the fact that
Council had come up with even one solution was a testament to their ability to work together. He
declared his community’s support for the adoption of the emergency ordinance. He said his HOA
had supported a 24-hour site in the area near the cemetery over a year ago, and said he still
thought that was a good idea. He said there would be ways to make the dog park site more attractive to the homeless campers, but it would also require enforcement in the high-fire danger areas.
He said he did not know if the Sheriff had agreed to enforce the no camping regulations at the
existing camp. He said he thought there should be flexibility in how the emergency ordinance is
enacted, and said the entire community should be involved and should collaborate in finding a
solution.
Betty Schwarz Bozeman, County resident, said issues of homelessness are tied to economic injustice. She commented on the per-hour wage required to live in Durango. She said many work several part-time jobs to make a living wage for their families to survive, homeless or not. She challenged Council to pay everyone on the City’s payroll a living wage and contribute to economic
equity.
At Mayor Pro Tem Marbury’s request, Mr. LeBlanc responded that all the City’s fulltime employees make above the living wage. He said there are part-time, mostly younger employees, who
work as lifeguards or cut grass, who do not.
Andrea Shellabarger, City resident, said her home is next to the forest. She said there are two
separate issues – fire danger and homelessness. She said she did not believe moving the existing
camp would mitigate fire danger. She said there were more effective ways to mitigate fire and
said it was wrong to pin the fear of fire on the issue of homelessness. She said she was also in
training with Crisis Response International and had become more acquainted with the homeless.
She commented on the wealth of personal knowledge that exists in the homeless community. She
said the community is “sitting on gold.” She said when the City asks the homeless for something,
they would fulfill the request and more. She said she thought the City could come up with a more
effective, cohesive, and humane solution.
Stan Brunson, City resident, said he had lived in Durango for 25 years. He thanked Council for
their time working to resolve the issues, noting that they had been working on a solution for
years. He noted that 80% of the homeless community may not use the dog park site, but a decision couldn’t be based on what’s perfect for the homeless community. He said he agreed that
Council should take a step forward, whether it was right or wrong, and not accept the status quo.
He said the step would not only protect the residents of the community, it would also protect the
homeless because they are unsafe where they are. He said even if 20% of the campers move to
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the new location, it would be a 20% reduction in the population and would help keep the community safe. He said the homeless persons who continue to use the camp would not be not safe if a
fire starts, whether it starts from a campfire or a lightning strike, because there’s no escape route
where they are. He agreed that the dog park is not the perfect solution. He thanked Council for its
willingness to take a step forward on the issue.
Karola Hanks, Fire Marshal for the Durango Fire Protection District, said she did not come with a
prepared speech. She said she had listened to the testimony, noting that she was also a native of
Durango. She said, “We all know there’s a fire danger this year, but it’s not just the homeless
who could be a fire danger.” She said she had responded to four fires in the last four days and
“not a single one was homeless.” She said the fires were caused by upstanding, well-known members of the community. She said fire prevention is a community problem across the board. She
said 80% of the fire districts calls are medical calls and 80% of the calls to the homeless community are medical calls, the same as the rest of the community. She said no matter where the homeless end up, it is critical that there be access for emergency medical services, including ambulance
access. She commented on the need to teach people how to prevent fires. She commented on
other ways to get the homeless out of the woods. She stressed that all aspects of prevention must
be addressed by the entire community to effectively reduce risk.
Mr. Dolworth reiterated that there would be more potential fires if the dog park location is approved and many of the homeless campers move deeper into the forest.
Robert Piper, City resident, raised the possibility of the City conducting an all-community fire
prevention education effort. He also suggested a GoFundMe site to raise awareness of the homelessness issues in Durango and to raise funds to get people out of the campsites and into permanent housing that “would allow them to gain traction.”
Donna _____, City resident, said she had lived in the community for 35 years. She noted that she
had sent an email to the Councilors. She said she did not believe Council was building a relationship with the homeless. She said she had the privilege and opportunity to work with the homeless
population for 25 years. She said she had met some of the best people of her lifetime among the
homeless. She said she wasn’t worried about the campers starting a fire; she was worried about
the campers being caught in a fire. She did not support the dog park location. She said the only
solution for homelessness is “for everybody to have a job and everybody have a place to live.”
She said that wouldn’t happen, but the community could seek a win/win situation. She said she
did not understand why the City wanted to “kick these people out every morning.” She asked,
“How can a homeless person get a job if they don’t have a home, and how do I get a home if I
don’t have a job?” She said there are haves and have-nots, but the community needs to come
together. She thanked Council for the opportunity to speak.
Noel Comstock said he was not a Durango resident but from San Antonio, Texas and in Durango
with the crisis response team and was speaking for himself. He invited Council to come to the
hillside community the next day. He said his team would be going up at 12:30 p.m. to feed the
homeless and to perform fire mitigation. He asked Council to “step into the process.” He encouraged Council to be more directly involved with the homeless and to form a relationship and a
connection.
Rob Middleton, City resident, said his house would be the first one to burn if there was a fire on
the hillside. He said he had been paying attention and coming to the community meetings for
years and had seen multiple agencies say that would step up, but nothing had been done. He said
he applauded what the City is doing, noting the many hours spent on the City’s efforts. He said he
knew many of the homeless campers and stressed there needed to be “give and take here.” He
stated his support for the City’s actions. He said that very day he had witnessed campers heading
up the trail who were very intoxicated and smoking cigarettes. He said, “That does not make me
feel good.” He said, even with fire mitigation, “Once that fire jumps that road, it’s over.” He said
he was a resident in 2002 and was involved in multiple evacuations, commenting, “It was terrifying.” He said, “It’s terrifying to me what’s going on up there.” He agreed anyone could start a
fire, but said there are 150 people in the camp, and some are intoxicated every night, which, he
said, “does not instill a lot of confidence in me” that the hillside camp is being well-managed. He
said it is a nationwide issue and people need to come together and figure it out. He said the conditions on the hill are dangerous and asked, “What happens when people are dead?” He said it was
a serious issue. He said a camp on the hillside is not sustainable.
Ms. Donna ______ asked Council to clarify why the proposed shelter would be closed every
morning and only open at night.
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Mayor White said Council would respond to her request.
Mayor White said Council is concerned about the risk to the entire community from camping in
the woods and needs enforcement of the no-camping law. He said the Sheriff has made it very
clear that there are associated constitutional issues, noting that sleep is a fundamental human
need. He said the City hopes to manage the problem, because no “solution” would satisfy everyone because there is a conflict in values. He said Council is seeking to improve the situation by
getting people who are currently camping on the hillside “out of there.” He said Council was advised by the City Attorney that a place to sleep is a fundamental need. He said Council is taking
the risk that a significant number of people won’t use the shelter, which could exacerbate the
problem. He said the City had done the best it could to find a suitable piece of City-owned land
for a shelter. He said, without a full public process and strategic plan, the City is loath to commit
a public piece of property that would be “become de facto permanent,” which, he said, would be
unacceptable to many people in the community. He said the testimony made it clear that a large
number of people would not adopt that option. He said others would accept the shelter as a place
to sleep and a secure place for their belongings. He said secured storage was included in the proposed shelter. He said the idea was to provide “some people with an improved situation.” He said
there is anecdotal evidence that indicates Durango is considered “on the streets elsewhere” as a
great place to camp, which brings vagrants to the area. He said Council is aware that for many
campers Durango is their home and has been for a very long time. He said the City is looking into
a permanent housing facility, but such a project could take years to build and is investing in a
strategic plan to help guide the process moving forward. He said the real challenge is what action
to take in the light of what promises to be a terrifying fire season in 2018. He said he appreciated
all the testimony and the thoughtful questions. He said it is possible Council could make a mistake in its decision, but it hopefully would be “a mistake we can undo.”
Mayor White said the Council was appreciative of all the testimony and public engagement, adding, “This is a community that we love.” He said one of the wonderful things about the community is “the social capital represented in this room.” He said Durango’s social capital includes
people who are unsheltered.
Councilor Brookie encouraged those in the audience to stay for Council discussion and vote on
the emergency ordinance scheduled later in the meeting.
Councilor Youssef also thanked everyone for their input, which she said she had found invigorating, motivating and energizing.
There was brief discussion of reorganizing the published agenda to take a vote on the emergency
ordinance, as suggested by Councilor Bettin, but Council decided to move forward as scheduled.
COUNCIL REPORTS/ACTIONS
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury reported that first-time fishing at the newly opened Lake Nighthorse
yielded trout that were three feet long.
At Mayor Pro Tem Marbury’s request, City Manager LeBlanc gave a presentation on the City’s
revenue sources (General Fund, Enterprise Funds, and Special Revenue Funds) and the services
provided by the three types of funding. He noted that the General Fund revenue, which funds general government, public safety, streets, parks and recreation, and the Library, is primarily funded
through taxes and a variety of fees and charges. He said the Enterprise Funds (Water, Sewer, Airport, Sustainable Services, and Transportation) are those funds that are operated like a business.
He said the citizens engagement process is focusing on the General Fund, because Council had
already made difficult decisions on the enterprises funds in the past years and those funds had stabilized. He noted that the sewer plant under construction, with its interest rate of 1.67%, would
not have been affordable if it had been pushed to a future date.
Regarding the General Fund, Mr. LeBlanc, said the City was “losing altitude and gaining speed.”
He provided a graphic showing the City’s current operating revenues and expenditures. He said at
present the City was generating more revenue than it is spending. He said the City is required by
law to have a balanced budget. He said more money should be set aside for capital maintenance
and construction and to replace some of the City’s buildings and storm sewers. He noted that by
the year 2020 the City would be generating less revenue than it would be spending. He noted and
commented on identified capital expenditures for the next five years (2018 through 2022).
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Mr. LeBlanc noted the ways citizens could become involved in the public process. He said there
would be a community forum on April 16th at 5 p.m. at City Hall, with a presentation and an opportunity to visit the Police Station. He also noted that there was also an online survey through
Virtual City Hall on the City’s website (www.durangogov.org/engage). He noted that comments
and questions could also be sent by email to engage@durangogov.org. He commented on and reviewed details on the two-phased public engagement process scheduled for the first seven months
of 2018 (January through July). He said the budget process begins at the beginning of July and all
the information collected from the public engagement process would be considered as the 2019
budget is developed.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury noted that the City sales tax “makes all the wheels of the City run,” and
provided examples of how funding from the General Fund is used.
Mr. LeBlanc said the City does provide opportunities for young people to have their first jobs –
mowing lawns, lifeguards and as game-time leaders, for example. He said the part-time jobs
could be “collapsed into full-time jobs, but there would be fewer opportunities for our youth and
fewer jobs.”
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury reviewed all the services provided through the General Fund. She asked
Mr. LeBlanc to leave the slide up showing all the services.
Mayor White noted that the City Manager had agreed to find the money in the General Fund
budget for funding the strategic plan to address homelessness. He also commented on the sustainability of the Transportation Fund (an enterprise fund) and upcoming cuts to service.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury reached out to others who previously expressed willingness to contribute to the strategic fund (Manna Soup Kitchen, the Lutheran Church, and BID) and asked them to
follow through with the additional contribution of $33,000. (The City and the County are contributing $33,000 each.) She said perhaps some of the other churches in the community might be
willing to contribute as well by opening their doors and providing a place for people to sleep. She
said the effort would take “all of us.”
Mayor White said it would be the last week for “Coffee with the Mayor.”
Mayor White said he had the privilege of speaking at the “March for Our Lives” held several
weeks prior to the Council meeting.
Mayor White reported San Juan Basin Public Health is performing a community health assessment that includes everybody and would be online until April 12th. He noted that it would be a
good opportunity for the homelessness community to get good public data to the health department, which is very concerned about homelessness as a public health issue.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
9.1.
Legislative and Policy-related Hearings:
9.1.1. No Items
9.2.

Quasi-judicial Hearings:
9.2.1. Public Hearing to Consider an Ordinance Granting an Easement to
La Plata Electric Association, Inc. to Install New Service to the
Rivergate Development, and Declaring an Effective Date
City Attorney Nelson stated there were still details be working out on the easement agreement.
He asked Council to continue the agenda by motion.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury moved to continue the public hearing to consider an ordinance granting
an easement to La Plata Electric Association, Inc., to install new service to the Rivergate development and declaring an effective date. Councilor Bettin seconded the motion. A roll call vote was
taken, and the motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
9.2.2.

Public Hearing to Consider the Granting of an Easement to La Plata
Electric Association, Inc. to Install New Service to Rocky Mountain
Chocolate Factory, and Declaring an Effective Date

Page 11 of 18 ~ City Council27
Regular Meeting Minutes ~ April 3, 2018

Page 11 of 18

City Attorney Nelson introduced the item. He said it was a very small easement near the wildlife
area on the west side of Bodo Park. He noted that a map was included in the agenda documentation.
Mayor White opened the hearing to public testimony. There being no one who wished to speak,
he closed public testimony and invited Council questions and comments.
There were none.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury moved to conduct a public hearing to consider public testimony and
comment and thereafter direct the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance for first reading at the
next regularly schedule City Council meeting, authorizing the granting of the proposed easement
to LPEA for a new underground power line to serve Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory.
Councilor Bettin seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
9.2.3.

Public Hearing to Consider Lumien Apartments II Preliminary and
Final Development Plan
Community Development Planner II Savannah Jameson provided the staff report and presentation. She noted that the site is located on CR 251 and next to Lumien Apartments I, which were
completed in 2015. She said most public improvements had been made throughout the entire site
along East Animas Village Drive. She provided a slide showing the location and surrounding
properties. She provided a site plan, showing location of amenities, such as the playground and
additional parking. She provided floorplans for the one- and two-bedroom apartments to be offered in the complex and drawings depicting materials and colors for the building exteriors. She
said the design would complement the design of Lumien I. She also provided building elevations
showing mass and scale. She said the plan meets Code and Comprehensive Plan requirements and
staff recommended approval with the conditions stated in the staff report, as follows:
1. One (1) ADA van parking space at eleven (11) feet wide shall be provided.
2. All new lighting fixtures shall match existing lighting fixtures.
3. Any outstanding issues regarding engineering, site design, landscaping, or utilities
issues shall be resolved prior to the issuance of building permits.
4. The applicant is required to repair and repave any adjacent road sections damaged by
construction traffic. A note regarding this requirement shall be added to the final site
plans.
5. All verbal and graphic representations of the applicants or their agents shall be
deemed conditions of approval.
Ms. Jameson said the applicant had agreed to all the conditions.
Mayor White opened the hearing to public testimony and invited the applicant’s representative to
speak first.
Representative of the owner/applicant, Steve Eccher, Steve Eccher Design and Planning,
addressed Council on the proposed plan. He said he was part of the original Lumien I project
team that came back together to develop Lumien II. He thanked Ms. Jameson for her presentation
and the City’s collaboration on developing the second phase. He said the success of the first
phase was the basis for proceeding with the second phase. He stated the applicant’s acceptance of
the conditions. He said the Planning Department had asked the applicant to look at providing
more bicycle parking and the applicant would be providing at least nine more parking spaces than
required by the parking study.
Jenny Bennett, City resident, said she only had one concern as an HOA member. She said the
members of the HOA were not noticed when the request came up for Planning Commission
review but had participated in the initial review process. She said she saw the proposed plan as
changed from what was initially proposed, based on what was reported in the newspaper regarding supportive housing for the homeless. She said she would like to know how the public process
on supportive housing for the homeless would be conducted, noting the project was proposed as
workforce housing, with sliding scale for rents. She said the HOA members were initially concerned about how it would impact the neighborhood. She said the HOA had voted a long time ago
to not have streetlights because the residents wanted a dark sky. She said she would like to know
who would be responsible for placing homeless residents into the units, if the homeless housing
would be transient housing, and if criteria and regulations existed for the homeless residents. She
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said she would like direction as to where she could find the requested information and who is
responsible. She said she understood Axis Health would be on site providing services but wanted
to know, as an HOA member and a community member, if there would be vetting in place for the
people placed in the nine supportive housing units.
David Bennett, City resident, said his concerns were the same as Ms. Bennett’s. He said the project was publicized as being noticed to the public, but he found out about it through the Durango
Herald, which, he noted, requires a subscription to read online if you read more than three articles
in a month. He asked if that was the forum for notification. He said the HOA did not inform the
members and he did not receive a letter from the City. He said other HOA members were not present because, until several days prior, no one had known about the hearing. He said there should
be a better method of notifying the public. He said, now at the final phase, “we have no input.”
He said there are 36 units, and 25% of them are dedicated to a different cause than originally presented. He said the lady at the VOA office was upset because she wasn’t informed about the hearing but was prevented by her employer from speaking at the hearing. He said when he bought his
lot, he was told the subject property was going to be a playground for the children.
Ms. Jameson responded to concerns regarding proper notification. She said she had a copy showing notification of all owners within 300 feet of the subject property. She said the property was
also posted with a sign in front of it. She said it was in the Durango Herald and posted on the
City’s website.
Mr. Eccher said representatives of the HOA were in touch with the applicant, and there had been
communication with them as well as the VOA, but perhaps the HOA didn’t get the word out to its
members. He said similar clientele are already being served in Lumien I and the vetting process
for Lumien II would be the same. He said there is a matrix of information that determines rental
rates, but it is basically 40% to 60% of median income. He said rents would range from $650 to
$950 a month. He said the nine units designated for supportive housing are available for Section 8
funds and are processed through the same property manager, in conjunction with Axis Health. He
said the applicant is partnering with Axis, which has an onsite office. He said the project has approximately 2,400 square feet of community space. He said he thought the nine units would have
negligible impact on the neighborhood.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury said a second phase had always been planned if the applicant could obtain tax credits, which the applicant did. She said she was also familiar with the application process because she has friends in Lumien I. She said the property is well maintained and has a
lengthy application process. She added Durango that has a long waiting list for Section 8 vouchers. She said that Lumien was a “great project coming to our community.”
Ms. Bennett said she wanted to know where she could get information about how the residents of
the supportive housing units would be vetted.
With Mayor White’s permission, Jennifer Lopez of Housing Solutions approached the podium.
She said she was a national supportive housing consultant who had also worked for the Colorado
Governor’s Office and could answer Ms. Bennett’s questions. She said the term “homeless” could
be broadly defined as being on the streets or simply couch-surfing. She said residents are being
sought for Lumien II who need services provided by the project, providing examples such as people with disabilities and seniors. She said someone in need comes to either Housing Solutions or
Axis Health, where they are interviewed to determine needs and to determine if they are a good
fit for the community. She said the property manager is trained to work with the clientele. She
said Lumien was initially reluctant to dedicate the nine units in Lumien II but subsequently realized they were already serving the homeless population in the Lumien I project. She said she
would be happy to meet with Ms. Bennett to give her more detailed information.
Mr. Eccher said it was the same ownership and the same process that is currently used at Lumien
I.
There were no questions from Council and no further comments.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury moved to approve the Preliminary/Final Planned Development in Phase
7 of the East Animas Village Planned Development, Lumien Apartments II, subject to the findings and conditions of the Planning Commission as reflected in the Planning Commission staff
report and minutes of March 19, 2018. Councilor Youssef seconded the motion. A roll call vote
was taken, and the motion passed unanimously. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed
unanimously.
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Passed:

For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0

CITY ATTORNEY, Dirk Nelson
No Items
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
11.1. An Ordinance Amending Chapter 10 of the Code of the City of Durango
Related to the Use, Placement and Security of Trash Containers; and Use of
Wildlife Resistant Containers to Minimize Conflicts with Wildlife in the
City, and Declaring an Effective Date
City Attorney Nelson introduced Ordinance O-2018-6.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury moved to approve Ordinance O-2018-6. Councilor Youssef seconded
the motion. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously. A roll call vote was
taken, and the motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
An Ordinance Vacating and Abandoning a Portion of the Public Right-ofWay on East 30th Street, and Declaring an Effective Date
City Attorney Nelson introduced Ordinance O-2918-7.
11.2.

Mayor Pro Tem Marbury moved to approve Ordinance O-2918-7. Councilor Youssef seconded
the motion. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously. A roll call vote was
taken, and the motion passed unanimously.
Passed:
For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
ADMINISTRATIVE
12.1. City Attorney, Dirk W. Nelson
12.1.1. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Adoption of an
Emergency Ordinance of the City of Durango Creating the Lightner
Creek Shelter on City-Owned Property as a Temporary Homeless
Shelter, and Declaring an Effective Date
City Attorney Nelson introduced the emergency ordinance. He said, unless the Councilors had
questions, he did not have much to add other than what had already been presented.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury noted that it was a temporary ordinance that would be in effect for 60
days and not a solution, but it was moving forward on a strategic plan and the hiring of a Homeless Coordinator. She said the threat of fire overwhelms everyone, and she would never forget the
experience of the Missionary Ridge Fire. She referred to the Lightner Creek Fire and said she
spent five hours helping elderly friends in Rockridge hose down their roof and driveway and
raking pine needles away from their home. She thanked Ms. Hanks for attending the meeting on
behalf of the Fire District, because it was the emergency responders who risk their lives to save
property and the lives of others. She stated her support for the Lightner Creek Shelter. She said
Council was not happy with any of the choices, but it was an emergency, and she saw the emergency ordinance as temporary. She said she was concerned about how a fire would not only affect
residences but also every downtown business, noting the economic effect of the Gold King spill
on downtown businesses. She said she was looking for the community and the social service
organizations to step up and act as well.
Mayor White read and commented on the central section of the emergency ordinance for the benefit of the audience as follows:
The City Council hereby directs City staff to take, with all due diligence, the reasonable
steps necessary or proper to create, operate and maintain a temporary homeless shelter at
the general location shown on the map attached hereto as Exhibit A, which he explained
was the west end of property referred to as the dog park, essentially where the trees
begin. The development and operation of the Lightner Creek Shelter shall include reasonable improvements to assure habitability and the development of procedures and rules for
operation and oversight of the shelter. Such improvements shall include but shall not be
limited to fencing, temporary water and sanitation facilities, security for personal belongings, and provisions for reasonable access. It is the intent of Council to create a shelter
that will meet the immediate needs of the homeless population in a manner that will alPage 14 of 18 ~ City Council Regular Meeting
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low for the closure of the County Camp and enforcement of the County ordinances that
prohibit camping on County-owned lands. The Emergency Ordinance shall be effective
for sixty days, during which time, the City staff shall take steps to procure a Limited Use
Permit for the shelter under the provisions of the City’s Land Use and Development
Code. He noted that there would be a formal public hearing for the permit application.
The Lightner Creek Shelter is intended to be a temporary solution to an emergency situation, and City staff is further directed to continue to investigate other interim or permanent solutions to the provision of shelter and housing for the homeless population in concert with other private, non-profit, or other governmental entities.
Mayor White said the ordinance establishes the potential for using the Lightner Creek site. He
said the ordinance did not specify the operation of the shelter and did not specify only overnight
camping, which had been the focus of Council discussion but was not the public’s preference,
based on public testimony.
Mayor Brookie said, “it has been a long road.” He said the ordinance did not represent a vendetta
against the camp. He said it is an action taken by Council to gain enforcement of laws that are on
the current books. He said the goal is to provide those measures necessary to allow the Sheriff’s
Department, as well as the City of Durango Police Department to enforce the no camping law, not
only on City property, but primarily on County property, which is not being done currently. He
said the Sheriff’s Office has stated that if the City provides this alternative, there would be enforcement. He said enforcement was his only concern. He said the City is “absolutely not in the
business of providing domicile such as that occurring in the homeless camp today.” He said “the
City is providing a constitutional right to a place to sleep so the City can expect and obtain enforcement of the current laws of the City and La Plata County.” He said his decision was not
based on fear, but on optimism. He said the dog park site was chosen because of proximity and
because it had the highest possibility for success. He said, however, without enforcement, people
would go further into the woods. He said the entire community needs to step up, which it hasn’t
done in the past years, and “make this happen.” He said the City is advocating and endorsing the
additional 38 beds at Manna that would be in place in the next two years. He said the City approved nine additional new units for support housing for the homeless earlier in the meeting. He
said the City would be joining with the County to fund the Homeless Coordinator position and
development of a strategic plan to provide guidance. He said if Crestview burns down, it would
be a “humanitarian crisis.” He said the status quo is no longer viable. He said if the action is disruptive, he saw it as progress, because “we haven’t been taking enough action on the homeless
issue for the last two years.”
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury noted that County Social Services works every day with the homeless
population out at the Tech Center, so there are other resources besides Axis Health who can help.
She said the City is doing its part to keep Overend Park, Crestview and the Ella Vita neighborhood safe. She commented that Crestview neighbors are monitoring the area for illegal camps on
City property and are informing the City of their locations, so they can be tagged and removed.
She thanked the residents of Crestview and Ella Vita neighborhoods for their input and everyone
in the audience who spoke.
Councilor Bettin said he didn’t want to pontificate on the dais but did want to communicate, especially to the homeless community and its advocates, that the conversation on the issue of homelessness did not come about because of the fire risk. It started years ago because of impacts from
the homeless community in the camp. He complimented Sheriff Smith and Sergeant Aber for
their successful efforts in bringing order to the camp. He said the current camp is not safe for the
homeless community and doesn’t have easy access for emergency vehicles or law enforcement.
He said if someone is disabled, it’s difficult to get up to the camp, noting that he and Councilor
Youssef on their site visit were surprised to find how difficult it was to get up to the camp. He
said the action is relevant to finding an alternative location that is safe, accessible, humanitarian,
and provides for the needs of the community. He said the City is working on an improved version
of a shelter facility and long-term supportive housing. He noted that an RFP had been submitted
for the Homeless Coordinator position and the City was working on a strategic plan. He also
acknowledged the efforts of the County. He said it was his one-year anniversary as a City Councilor and he had spent over 100 hours on the homelessness issue. He said in its process, Council
had addressed every issue brought to the stand in some capacity or another. He said it was not an
easy decision and was not done without heart. He reiterated the Mayor’s comment that in the details of the emergency ordinance there was no operational plan. He said, going forward as plan
puts together a plan for the shelter, he thought the City should carefully consider establishing 24/7
operations. He said if it’s feasible, the City should try to incorporate the expanded operation into
the short-term solution. He said it was critical for City staff to reach out to the homeless commuPage 15 of 18 ~ City Council31
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nity and the social service organizations to be a participate in the process. He said the community’s voice has been heard but acknowledged the outcome may not be what some people in the
community wanted. He stated his support for the emergency ordinance.
Councilor Youssef said she stood alone in her opinion, but said, “we have to speak up for what
we believe is right.” She said she thought there were times when consensus and moving away
from the status quo is the “smart thing to do.” But, she said, it must be a viable alternative. She
said the emergency ordinance as is currently written is “a bad model for numerous reasons” that
were articulated. She said Council knows the location does not work for emergency vehicle access and knows the model is not good because it displaces people every day. She said she is not in
favor of the ordinance because she thought it was a bad model for the downtown businesses and
the homeless population are going to be much more visible every day. She said it’s a bad model
for community residents who want to enjoy the parks and the river trail. She said it was a bad
model for the law enforcement officers who would now be spending a significant amount of time
cleaning up abandoned campsites all over the community, well-hidden and deep within the forest.
She said it’s a bad model to attempt to mitigate fire risk, commenting “it’s spreading out the fire
risk.” She said it’s a bad model for the 60% of the residents in the camp who are currently working and trying to stabilize themselves. She said it would not help them to remove their camp
every day. She said it was a bad model for the character of the town and Durango’s quality of life.
She said the emergency ordinance would intentionally create disruptive and chaotic policies. She
said she would support a model in a different location that provides stability, access to services,
and access to potential employment and ultimately help the homeless help themselves by getting
into low income housing. She said she would support a shelter model that the homeless would accept. She said the emergency ordinance did not adequately address the fire risk. She said the
camp was intended to be temporary, but she knew it would become long-term. She said the homeless problem is “here to stay” and would get worse, adding that she believed there would be an increase in panhandling. She said it was a community-wide issue and not a problem that could be
solved by the emergency ordinance. She said she appreciated Sheriff Smith, Sergeant Abers, and
the La Plata County Commissioners for their efforts over the last few years. She said she thought
it was a sad day for the community and the momentum and progress over the last years would be
lost and she was sorry the City could not do more.
Mayor White said he deeply sympathized with Councilor Youssef and those who support her position. He said everything Council had heard on the disruptiveness of an overnight shelter for the
unsheltered, particularly those who are mentally ill. He said it’s only the poor who suffer from the
combination of mental illness and homelessness. He said Durango is suffering from a national
failure to address mental health and housing, noting that there are millions of unhoused individuals in the United States. He said there are simply no living spaces for millions of people. He said
the private sector and the public sector have failed. He said the City is trying to find a way to provide some hope. He suggested that the site being considered for permanent affordable housing facility adjacent to the existing shelter could serve as a “literally temporary camp,” because if the
City succeeds in getting funding for a permanent supportive housing facility, anything else on the
property would have to move,” which would provide time for the community to come up with an
alternative for those who are temporarily without housing. He said, “We need to buy time,” but
buying time by disrupting the homeless “doesn’t feel very good.” He said buying time by leaving
a lot of people camping in the woods at the risk of the community “feels even worse.” He said
Council could pass the emergency ordinance, which could be rescinded by a Council vote, to allow a process to move forward on the Lightner Creek site and noted that the ordinance includes
looking into other alternatives. He said the Centennial site did not work for a “host of reasons”
and the site near the Greenmount Cemetery was visible to every person who visits there and is
considered by many to be a “sacred site.” He said at one time the Elks owned the property and
were going to sell it for development, and “the community went ballistic.” He put forth the idea
of using the site designated for a long-term supportive housing facility on the Social Services
Campus in the short term. He said the site is close to services, not accessed through Ella Vita or
Overend Park, and possibly more attractive to the campers. He said also the site does not have the
environmental issues suggested by Ms. Baukat. He said the City could allow camping on a City
parcel with regulations established at the current campsite. He said using a site “that we know is
going to be used for something else” might be a way of buying time. He noted that a limited use
permit would require another public hearing, and Council “would have to go through this in another few weeks.”
There was discussion on Mayor White’s suggestion.
Councilor Bettin said if Council placed a camp on the site, Housing Solutions would not get their
funding for permanent supportive housing.
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Mayor White asked the City Attorney to comment on the conditions of the City’s lease option
agreement with Housing Solutions.
Counsel Nelson said the City had granted Housing Solutions an option to get a lease, which is
tied to their ability to gain financing. He said the City doesn’t yet have a lease, but it has an agreement to give them a lease if certain events that trigger that option occur. He said the City did not
reserve the ability to make another use that might be incompatible with use by Housing Solutions
in the lease option agreement. He said the City could be establishing rights that might be difficult
to terminate.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury said she didn’t want the City to mess up Housing Solutions’ application, because “it is the future of transitional housing.”
Councilor Youssef said the site suggested by Mayor White might be used by the homeless because it is closer to services. She said it had better emergency access and could still be self-governed. She said it was the only viable option she could see would work.
There was discussion on exactly the parcel of land being suggested by Mayor White.
Mayor White said he was suggesting a “literally temporary use,” because if Housing Solutions
received funding, the City would vacate the site.
Counsel Nelson said he thought Housing Solutions had indicated allowing a temporary use could
cloud their application and inhibit their ability to get financing. He said Council did not reserve
the right in the agreement to maintain that property for a different use. He said it was possible to
renegotiate the agreement, but it would be difficult to do that “on the fly tonight.”
Mayor White said that was an important clarification.
Councilor Brookie said the danger of having the discussion so late at night is the Council was
losing its perspective. He said the Social Services campus was reviewed early in the process but
was not selected as a viable option. He said the VOA and Housing Solutions are serving an existing population on the Social Services campus and opposed the location adjacent to their buildings. He cautioned against the City being in the business of providing domicile or campsites to
the homeless inside the City limits and doing anything that would affect the ability of Housing
Solutions to use the site for permanent supportive housing.
With Mayor White’s permission, Rachel Bauske Frasur, Executive Director of VOA, addressed
Council. She said, if it would not affect Housing Solutions’ ability to obtain permanent housing
the future, “we would be happy to serve as neighbors to a campsite or a homeless shelter.”
Councilor Brookie said that Ms. Frasur’s comment was “the call to action we’ve been looking
for.”
Councilor Youssef said establishing a site, whether overnight or 24/7, was taking responsibility,
and the City would be in the same situation no matter where a camp was located. She said she
thought Durango would be a case study in “what cities should not do” if the emergency ordinance
were to be adopted.
The discussion did not end in agreement.
Mayor White said it appeared his suggestion had “a fatal flaw.”
Mayor White said the City is looking at a “very cloudy crystal ball,” with many unknowns and
potentially bad consequences “no matter what we do.” He said it seemed apparent that Council
should move forward on the path that it has identified, try the idea, and consider adaptive management. He called for a vote on the emergency ordinance.
Mayor Pro Tem Marbury moved to adopt the Emergency Ordinance of the City of Durango creating the Lightner Creek Shelter on City-owned property as a temporary homeless shelter and declaring an effective date. Councilor Bettin seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken, and
the motion passed 4 to 0, with Councilor Youssef voting against the motion.
Passed:
For: 4; Against: 1; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0
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ADDENDUM ITEMS
No Items
ADJOURNMENT
Mayor White adjourned the meeting at 11:17 p.m.

APPROVED:

ATTESTED:

Richard E. White, Mayor

Amy Phillips, City Clerk
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Discussion and Possible Action Concerning a Resolution...

AGENDA DOCUMENTATION
Item 4.3.
Meeting Date: April 17, 2018

TO: DURANGO CITY COUNCIL

FROM:

CATHERINE METZ, DIRECTOR
PARKS AND RECREATION
DEPARTMENT

SUBJECT: DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION CONCERNING A RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZING AN ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION TO THE CAPITAL
PROJECTS FUND FOR CONSTRUCTION OF MOORE PARKS SHOP
PURPOSE/BACKGROUND
The adopted 2017 budget included $2,300,000 for the development of the Moore Parks Shop at Greenmount
Cemetery to construct the Parks Division maintenance shop and office. The design team, construction contractor
and Parks staff have worked to value engineer the project to develop a facility to meet the growing needs for park,
trail, open space, forestry and cemetery operations. The project includes the development of a 4,100 sq. ft. office,
3,600 sq. ft. shop, 1,500 sq. ft. storage facility and site improvements including the realignment of the road. The
size of the office has been increased since the adoption of the 2017 budget to provide office space for additional
Parks, Open Space and Trails development staff, Natural Resources Manager, and Lake Nighthorse staff. Parks
staff has worked with the contractor and the design team to refine both the site and building design to reduce the
project costs. Parks staff are also exploring the opportunity for City staff to complete portions of the project
including the installation of the irrigation system, site landscaping, and some of the interior finish work in the shop
area to minimize costs. After considerable deliberations, it is apparent that $240,000 of additional funds are
necessary to execute the Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) Contract with the General Contractor. There is
currently a fund balance of approximately $255,000 in the Conservation Trust Fund, of which $240,000 may be
transferred to the project to enable construction to commence.

FISCAL IMPACT
The adopted 2018 Capital Projects Budget involving the 2015 Half Cent Tax funds for the Park Maintenance Shop
will be increased by $240,000 as a result of an appropriation of $240,000 from unappropriated surplus in the
Conservation Trust Fund.

APPLICABILITY TO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN/GOALS
Development of the Moore Parks Shop project is consistent with the goals of the adopted 2017 City of Durango
Comprehensive Plan. Chapter 10 of the Comprehensive Plan, Goal 21 states to develop and maintain an
interconnected system of park, trail and other recreational facilities. Objective 21.2 states to develop and maintain
a system of parks and recreational facilities, open space and trails that adequately serve the needs of the community.

RECOMMENDATION
It is the recommendation of the City Manager and the Parks and Recreation Director that the City Council, by
motion,
Approve the attached resolution authorizing an additional appropriation to the Capital Projects Fund and more
specifically to the Parks Maintenance Shop project.

City Manager Ronald P. LeBlanc
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RESOLUTION NO. R-2018 -_____
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION TO THE CAPITAL
PROJECTS FUND IN EXCESS OF THE AMOUNTS BUDGETED IN THE 2018 BUDGET FOR
THE CITY OF DURANGO, COLORADO
WHEREAS, under the provisions of Article V, Section 10, of the Durango City Charter, the
City Council may make additional appropriations during the budget year for unanticipated expenditures
required by the City not exceeding, however, actual revenues and unappropriated surplus; and
WHEREAS, the City has determined that additional funding will be required for construction of
Moore Parks Shop at Greenmount Cemetery, which expenditure could not have been reasonably
foreseen at the time of the adoption of the budget; and
WHEREAS, the City has unappropriated surplus in the Conservation Trust Fund which may be
appropriated to the Parks Maintenance Shop project.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Durango,
Colorado, that:
Section 1: The sum of $240,000 is hereby appropriated from additional revenues, in the form of
a transfer from the Conservation Trust Fund, to the Capital Projects Fund and allocated to the project
titled Parks Maintenance Shop and more specifically to account number 42.5204.31499.0221.
Approved and adopted this 17th day of April, 2018.
CITY OF DURANGO COLORADO

by____________________________
Mayor
ATTEST:

__________________________________
City Clerk
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Final Approval, Ordinance O-2018-6 Amending Chapter...

ORDINANCE NO. O-2018-_

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 10 OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF DURANGO RELATED TO THE USE,
PLACEMENT AND SECURITY OF TRASH CONTAINERS; AND
USE OF WILDLIFE RESISTANT CONTAINERS TO MINIMIZE
CONFLICTS WITH WILDLIFE IN THE CITY AND DECLARING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of Durango (“City”) is a municipal home-rule
corporation created and organized pursuant to Article XX of the Colorado
Constitution and the Charter of the City of Durango, Colorado; and
WHEREAS, at a study session held on February 27, 2018, City Council
discussed permanent changes to the Code that would address the security and
placement of residential and commercial wildlife trash containers to minimize
human/wildlife conflicts; and
WHEREAS, City staff has been given directed to make amendments to
the Code and enact permanent regulations to help reduce human/wildlife conflict;
and
WHEREAS, a public hearing has heretofore been held before the City
Council of the City of Durango, and the Council has determined, subsequent to
said public hearing, that the adoption of amendments to the Code provisions
regarding regulations and penalties related to the use, placement and security of
trash containers and use of wildlife resistant containers to minimize conflicts with
wildlife in the City as set forth herein is in the best interest of the citizens of the
City of Durango; and
WHEREAS, public health, safety, and welfare of the public will be enhanced
by the adoption of the provisions of this Ordinance;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF DURANGO HEREBY ORDAINS:
Section 1. Section 10-1- Definitions Wildlife-resistant refuse container (WRRC) is
amended to read as follows:

37

1

Page 1 of 5

Wildlife-resistant refuse container (WRRC) means a fully enclosed container that is
capable of preventing access to the container by Wildlife, with a design and construction
approved by the City Manager or his/her designee for use within the city.
Section 2. Section 10-41(a) - Preparation for trash collection is amended to read as
follows:
Sec. 10-41(a) All owners, occupants or other persons in charge of any premises
within the city from which trash is collected, whether by the city or by private collection
firms, shall place all trash in containers approved by the City Manager or his/her designee
to be provided by the city or private collection firms, including the use of Wildliferesistant refuse containers when required by the provisions of this Chapter.
Section 3. Section 10-45- Trash and recycling receptacles furnished by the city is
amended to read in its entirety as follows:
Sec. 10-45. - Trash and recycling receptacles furnished by city.
(1) Containers. Containers provided by the city for trash collection and recycling
services are the property of the city.
(2) Residential users:
(a) Containers placed within the city shall have the serial number of those containers
registered to the residence or other place of service and those containers shall
remain at that residence or other place of service as long as city trash collection
or recycling service are provided and such containers shall not be relocated to
another location except by a city employee.
(b) All newly built single-family and duplex units are entitled to a trash collection
container and, upon request, to one (1) curbside recycling container in
accordance with the fee schedules and regulations then in force for those
services.
Section 4. Section 10-47(a) - Statement of purpose, methods and location of
placement is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 10-47. - Statement of purpose, methods and location of placement.
(a) (1) All trash and recycling containers, regardless of location within the city,
shall be secured or stored in such a manner as to prevent wildlife from accessing
the contents of such containers. It is the intent of this section to encourage the
proper storage of trash and recyclable materials for purposes of minimizing
conflicts between wildlife and citizens of the city. The provisions of this section
shall apply to all owners, occupants and other persons in charge of premises in
the City.
(2) All residences which receive city waste services and which are located within
the area bounded on the north by 7th Street, bounded on the east by 9th Avenue,
bounded on the south by Santa Rita Drive/Camino Del Rio and bounded on the
west by E. 2nd Avenue are hereby required to have and to maintain an approved
Wildlife-resistant refuse container provided by the city no later than May 1,
2018.
(3) All residences which receive city waste services and which are located within
the area bounded on the north by Arroyo Drive, Columbine Drive and W. 24th
Street (2400 Block); bounded on the east by Main Avenue; bounded on the south
by 17th Street (1700 Block) and bounded on the west by the city boundary are
hereby required to have and to maintain an approved Wildlife-resistant refuse
container provided by the city no later than May 1, 2019.
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Section 5. Section 10-48- Obligation to keep property free of refuse, rubbish garbage,
trash or solid waste; determination of violation; notice to abate is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 10-48. - Obligation to keep property free of refuse, rubbish garbage, trash or
solid waste; determination of violation; notice to abate.
(a) It is unlawful for the owner or occupant of any property within the city to fail to
prevent Wildlife from removing or scattering rubbish, garbage or trash from a
trash container assigned to or associated with that property or to otherwise fail to
keep such property free of refuse, rubbish, garbage, or trash. For purposes of this
section, the term "property" includes adjacent private property or public right-ofway if the refuse, rubbish, garbage or trash has been scattered to such locations
from a trash container on the subject property.
(b) Failure to correct the initial violation of this section within a reasonable time, not
to exceed twenty-four (24) hours, constitutes a continuing violation and shall be
grounds for the issuance of a subsequent citation for a violation of this section.
The owner or occupant of the property shall be deemed to have been issued an
appropriate notice of violation or citation if such notice or citation is personally
served upon the owner and/or occupant, attached to door which is the main
entrance to a dwelling on the property or placed in the U.S. mail, postage prepaid
and addressed to the occupant at property address and to the property owner, if
the property owner is not the occupant, at the last known address given to any
City of Durango or La Plata County government department
(c) Whenever the city manager or his designee determines that an owner or occupant
of any property is in violation of this section, then the owner or occupant of the
property if the property is not occupied by the owner, shall be subject to the
following procedures and penalties:
(1) Initial violation. The first violation of this section 10-48 by a residential user
which is determined to be related to wildlife activity shall result in having the city
automatically deliver a Wildlife-resistant refuse container to that residential
property, and the assessment of a delivery fee of $100.00 shall be made to the
account of that owner or occupant. Thereafter, the account associated with that
residential property shall be assessed the established monthly rate for a Wildliferesistant refuse container.
(2) Other violations. Owners or occupants of any property who have any violations
of this section following the delivery of a Wildlife-resistant refuse container to that
property or who otherwise continue to violate this section or fail to achieve timely
compliance as set forth in any previous notice of violation or citation shall be guilty
of a class 2 petty offense and shall be subject to a graduated fine schedule as set
forth below:
(i) A first violation shall result in the imposition of a fine of one hundred dollars
($100.00).
(ii) Any additional violations shall result in the imposition of a fine of two hundred
dollars ($200.00) for each such violation.
(d) Abatement by city; recovery of costs. If the owner or occupant of the subject
property fails to comply in a timely manner with the orders and directives of a
notice of violation or citation, or, in those instances where the owner/occupant of
the subject property cannot be found after the exercise of reasonable diligence,
the city shall remove such refuse, rubbish, garbage, or trash from the property or
otherwise remedy the condition of the property found to constitute a violation of
this section 10-48. The actual cost of such removal or remedial action shall be
billed to the owner of the property, together with an administrative charge of not
less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to cover administrative costs of effecting
compliance. If the property owner fails to reimburse the city for the cost of such
removal or remediation within thirty (30) days of the billing thereof, such costs,
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together with the administrative charge, shall be certified by the city to the
county assessor as an assessment against the property and shall be collected in
the manner described in section 10-27 or by any other lawful process.
Section 6.

This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its

passage and final publication as provided by law.

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DURANGO

Attest:

________________________________
___________________________

Mayor

City Clerk

STATE OF COLORADO

)
) ss.

COUNTY OF LA PLATA

)

I, Amy Phillips, City Clerk of the City of Durango, La Plata County,
Colorado, do hereby certify that Ordinance No. O-2018- ___ was regularly
introduced and read at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of
Durango, Colorado on the ___ day of April, 2018, and was ordered
published in accordance with the terms and conditions of the statutes in
such cases made and provided, in the Durango Herald, a newspaper of
general circulation, on the __ day of April 2018, prior to its final
consideration by the City Council.
________________________________
City Clerk

I further certify that Ordinance No. O-2018- ___, was duly adopted by the
Durango City Council on the ____ day of April, 2018, and that in
accordance with instructions received from the Durango City Council, said
amended ordinance was published by title only in the Durango Herald on
the ____ day of April, 2018.
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________________________________
City Clerk
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Final Approval, Ordinance O-2018-7 Vacating and...

ORDINANCE NO. O-2018AN ORDINANCE VACATING AND ABANDONING A PORTION
OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY ON EAST 30th STREET AND
DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, a request has been made to the City to vacate and abandon a portion
of the public right-of-way on East 30th Street, east of the alley between Main Avenue
and 2nd Avenue, in the Animas City neighborhood; and
WHEREAS, the request for abandonment involves a 14 foot strip of right-of-way,
on the southerly side of East 30th Street, east of Main Avenue for a length of
approximately 150 feet, approximately 2100 square feet; and
WHEREAS, the vacation and abandonment of the designated right-of-way and
easements is in conformance with the criteria outlined in the City’s Land Use and
Development Code and is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan Policy; and
WHEREAS, the Durango Planning Commission has recommended approval of
the requested vacation and abandonment; and
WHEREAS, the Council has determined that the portions of the right-of-way and
utility easements to be vacated are not necessary for continued use for utilities as
described in C.R.S, § 43-2-303(3), except as shown below; and
WHEREAS, a public hearing has heretofore been held before the City Council of
the City of Durango, and the Council has determined, subsequent to said public hearing,
that the granting of the requested abandonments would not be detrimental to the interests
of the citizens of the City of Durango;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF DURANGO HEREBY ORDAINS:
Section 1. That the City of Durango does hereby vacate and abandon
those portions of the described public right-of-way of E. 30th Street, east of Main Avenue,
as depicted and described on Exhibit A, hereto attached, the contents of which are
incorporated by reference herein. The City reserves an easement for an existing natural
gas facility near the alley, as depicted and described on Exhibit A.
Section 2. This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its
passage and final publication as provided by law.
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CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
DURANGO
Attest:
___________________________
City Clerk
STATE OF COLORADO
COUNTY OF LA PLATA

________________________________
Mayor

)
) ss.
)

I, Amy Phillips, City Clerk of the City of Durango, La Plata County, Colorado, do
hereby certify that Ordinance No. O-2018-___ was regularly introduced and read at a
regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Durango, Colorado on the 3rd day of
April, 2018, and was ordered published in accordance with the terms and conditions of
the statutes in such cases made and provided, in the Durango Herald, a newspaper of
general circulation, on the 8th day of April, 2018, prior to its final consideration by the
City Council.
________________________________
City Clerk
I further certify that said Ordinance No. O-2018- ___was duly adopted by the
Durango City Council on the ____ day of April, 2018, and that in accordance with
instructions received from the Durango City Council, said ordinance was published by
title only in the Durango Herald on the ____ day of April, 2018.
________________________________
City Clerk
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A Public Hearing to Consider an Ordinance Granting an...

AGENDA DOCUMENTATION
Item 10.1.1.
Meeting Date: April 17, 2018

TO: DURANGO CITY COUNCIL

FROM:

DIRK W. NELSON
CITY ATTORNEY

SUBJECT: A PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER AN ORDINANCE GRANTING AN
EASEMENT TO LA PLATA ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION, INC. TO
INSTALL NEW SERVICE TO THE RIVERGATE DEVELOPMENT AND
DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE
PURPOSE/BACKGROUND
This is a public hearing to consider granting an easement to La Plata Electric Association, Inc. (LPEA)
for a new easement over a portion of Cundiff Park located adjacent to the west side of the Animas River.
This additional powerline will service the Rivergate Development and provide a junction box at the west
side of the bridge for future river trail and Durango BMX park lighting and power.
The City has also been asked to authorize LPEA to use the existing pedestrian bridge to cross the
Animas River with power.
The requested easement is depicted on the attached vicinity map.
Pursuant to Section 11 of Article II of the Durango City Charter, the conveyance of any interest in real
property owned by the City requires the adoption of an ordinance. The noticing and holding of a public
hearing is a prerequisite to the adoption of any ordinance by the Council.
Staff has reviewed the request and recommends the approval of the requested easement.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no fiscal impact associated with this public hearing other than the consideration to be received
if this easement is approved.

APPLICABILITY TO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN/GOALS
The granting of this easement to LPEA for this powerline line improvement will meet Council goals and
Objective 4.2: Promote responsible land use planning.

RECOMMENDATION
It is the recommendation the City Manager and the City Attorney that the Council, by motion, conduct
a public hearing to consider public testimony and comment and thereafter direct the City
Attorney to prepare an ordinance for first reading at the next regularly schedule City Council
meeting, authorizing the granting of the proposed easement to LPEA to install new service to the
Rivergate Development.

City Manager Ronald P. LeBlanc
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An Ordinance Granting La Plata Electric Association,...

ORDINANCE NO. O-2018AN ORDINANCE GRANTING LA PLATA ELECTRIC
ASSOCIATION, INC., AN EASEMENT LOCATED ON CITY
OWNED PROPERTY TO ACCOMMODATE POWERLINE
IMPROVEMENTS TO SERVE ROCKY MOUNTAIN
CHOCOLATE
FACTORY
AND
DECLARING
AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, La Plata Electric Association, Inc. (LPEA) is requesting an
easement, located on a small portion of the City owned property to install a new
underground three phrase electric distribution power line to provide service to Rocky
Mountain Chocolate Factory in Bodo Park; and
WHEREAS, the new underground powerline will begin at an overhead power
pole located adjacent to the west end of Sawyer Drive and continue in a general
westerly direction across a small portion of City owned property. The requested
easement is approximately 438 square feet; and
WHEREAS the granting of the requested easement would accommodate an
approved use and will not interfere with the intended use of the property by the City;
and
WHEREAS, Article II, §11(d) of the Charter of the City of Durango,
Colorado requires the adoption of an ordinance to convey or lease or authorize the
conveyance or lease of any real property owned by the City; and
WHEREAS, a public hearing has heretofore been held before the City
Council of the City of Durango, and the Council has determined, subsequent to said
public hearing, that the granting of the requested easement in favor of LPEA would
be in the best interests of the citizens of the City of Durango;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF DURANGO HEREBY ORDAINS:
Section 1. Subject to the approval by the City Manager of the terms
and conditions of a Grant of Easement and Agreement between the City of Durango,
Colorado and La Plata Electric Association, Inc., the City Council of the City of
Durango does hereby authorize and approve the grant of an easement to
accommodate powerline improvements and for LPEA to install powerline
improvements in favor of La Plata Electric Association, Inc., said easement being
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more particularly described and depicted on Exhibit A hereto attached. The contents
of Exhibit A are incorporated by reference herein.
Section 2. This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its
passage and final publication as provided by law.
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
DURANGO
Attest:
________________________________
Mayor

___________________________
City Clerk
STATE OF COLORADO

)
) ss.
)

COUNTY OF LA PLATA

I, Amy Phillips, City Clerk of the City of Durango, La Plata County,
Colorado, do hereby certify that Ordinance No. O-2018 ___ was regularly introduced
and read at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Durango, Colorado
on the ___ day of April, 2018, and was ordered published in accordance with the
terms and conditions of the statutes in such cases made and provided, in the Durango
Herald, a newspaper of general circulation, on the ___ day of April, 2018, prior to its
final consideration by the City Council.

________________________________
City Clerk
I further certify that said Ordinance No. O-2018- ___ was duly adopted by
the Durango City Council on the ____ day of May, 2018, and that in accordance with
instructions received from the Durango City Council, said ordinance was published
by title only in the Durango Herald on the ____ day of May, 2018.

________________________________
City Clerk
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